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ADVERTISEMENT 


F TH 


PUBLISH E R 


II E two firſt parts of the 
hiſtory of Madame de Pom- 
PADOUR having greatly excited, 
and partly 0 oratified, the juſt curio- 
ty of the public in every thing te- 
lative to fo extraordinary a perſo- 
nage, it was but natural for the 
Publiſher of the firſt parts to wiſh 


for a ; ſupplement, which might make 
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them more perfect. But this wiſh 
was eaſier to form than to procure 
e eee ee 
of the | firſt parts having exhauſted = 
his materials, e reſpected the public 


too much to palm invention upon it 


for hiſtorical truth. He is then en- 


titely out of the queſtion, in the 
ſupplemental part here offered. But | 
_ as. ſome account may be juſtly ex- 
pected of its authenticity, the Edi- 
tor begs leave to aflure the public, 
that the ſame is no other than 


a "tranſlation from the original ma- 


nuſcript of a Gentleman, who, had, : 
during his reſidence at the Court of | 


— EC —— — 


IL Ni J 


France, collected ſuch further anec- | 


| Cotes and paſſages of Madame Pom- 


rapoux's life, as he thought might 
moſt entertain and inform the pub- 
lic. And though this ſupplement. 
ſeems in ſome meaſure a continua- 


tion of the ficſt parts, it is, in fact, b 


entirely independent of them; and 


though it may even contradict them 


in ſome particular points, that con- 


tradiction is, however, no impeach- 

ment of the veracity of either wri- 
ſince wherever that happens 

to 0 the caſe, it will appear to be 
only in regard to ſuch particulars 
ag aner l by their nature, 
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[4] 
them more perfect. But this wiſh ” 
was eaſier to form chan to procure . 
its accompliſhment... The writer : 
of the firſt parts having exhauſted 
bis materials, reſpected the public 


too much to palm invention upon it 
for hiſtorical truth, He is then en- 
titely out of the queſtion, in the 


£ ſupplemental part here offered, But 
LEY ſome account may be lily ex- 
pected of its authenticity, the Edi- 


0 tor. begs leave, to aſſure the public, 5 
mdutat the ſame is no other than 
. ttanſlation from the original ma- 
nuſcript of a Gentleman, who, had, 
during tix refidencs at the Cour: o 


LN 


| France, collected ſuch fa cther anec- 
dotes and paſſages of Madame Pom- 
PADOUR'S life, as he thought might . 
moſt entertain and inform the pub- 
Re And though this. ſupplement 


ſeems. in ſome meaſure a continua- | 


tion of the ficſt parts, it is, in fact, 


entirely independent of them and 


though it may even contradict them 


in ſome particular points, that con- 


tradiction is, however, no impeach- 
ment af the veracity of either wri- 
ter 5 ſince wherever that ha ppens 
to be the caſe, it will appear to be 
only in regard: to ſuch particulars | 
as ſroquentiy are not by their. nature, 
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capable. of any abſolute aſaertainment. 5 
Such, for example, is the charge 
0 gallantry, on which head, where 


no proof is produced, the reader is 


-at liberty to believe or not, as his : 
own reaſon. or the greateſt Probabi- : 
* way determine him. | 


"The writer r of this Bird part, by | 


affecting the character of a conti- 3 
nuer only of the two fir, ſeems 


however implicitly to adopt them. 


The truth! is, that they were received 


1 , . 34 


nowhere, 0 fanny” as in France, 


: bly informed, = 


French Miniſters at the Court of a 
German Prince was weak enough to 


ſhew an air of reſentment at ſee- 
ing one of them in the Prince's 
hands; an air that was rather an at- 
 teſtation of the truth of the work, : 
than a mark of contempt ; for con- 
tempt belongs only to fiction; and 
nothing cuts like truth, The rea- f 
ſon be gave for his diſſatisfaction 
was, that ſuch an biſtory reflected 
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on his Maſter's honor ; as if bis 
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French their fil 
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ever, it muſt be confeſſed that the 
bulk of them are far from giving 


way to ſo weak an imagination, or 


from looking on the juſtice done 
to the little D'EsTioiLs's eloped 
wife as any inſult on the tes of 155 


5 their Monarch. 


1 to this ſupplement (of which 


A have procured. a tranſlation from 


Aa Gentleman not concerned in the 


| former parts) the French original 


of it may be ſeen by any Engliſh 
perſon of character at the Publiſh- 


er's; with affirmation (upon oath if 
it was neceſſary) of its being the 


true. identical manuſcript of the 
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Author, who reſided for many years 
at Paris, and was well acquainted 
with che ſcene of action. 


The Pablic will then eelladnlly 
find ſeveral curious and intereſting 
anecdotes ; and the Publiſher hum- 
bly hopes, that if the materials 
ſhould not even anſwer expectation, 
. they will do him the juſtice to al- 
low, that his giving them the beſt 
he could procure, Was greatly pre: 


ferable to his attempting any im- 


poſition of falſiies, e or 


believing them to bet ſuch.” 
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ſo much eagerneſs run thro? 
fifteen volumes of the Mz- 


MainTexon, cannot but ſee with an 
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2 "The HisToRyY of - 


life of Madame de PourAbOun — 
2 For altho* that Lady | is not yet, like 
the widow of SCARRON, become the 
wife of a King, yet ſhe has certainly 


fixed herſelf in a more unlimited em- 
pire over the mind of her lover, than 


ever the other was able to gain over 


that of Lob is XIV. Nor has any 


miſtreſs, ſince Diana of Poictiers, 


been known to reign for ſo long a 


period, or with ſo irreſiſtible a ſway. 


Though the adventures of her life may 


not indeed require to be related with 


all the gravity or labored accuracy of 


hiſtory, they ought not, on the con- 


trary, to be conſidered as a mere ſe- 


"ries of trivial impertintnces.— A WO- 


man who can at will make and un- 


make Generals ; can pull down Mini- 


ſters, and ſet up others in their place; 


can raiſe fle Abbot to-a-cardinal- 


ſhip, a ſcoundrel to a blue ribbon, or 


ſink a Grand Monarque into the loweſt 5 


of characters (a): ſuch a woman de- 
erves at leaſt to be ſpoken of in no 


common ſtile; and that in giving 


I her portrait, the pencil ſhould be 


(0 It was ſaid one day before the Dutcheſs 
of OrLEANS that the king of PRUSSIA would 
certainly be taken and brought priſoner to Pa- 


RIS. > mall be extremely glad of that, replied 


e, ſince I mall then have the pleaſure once in 


my life at lea of ſeeing a KING. 
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to take notice that I do not offer this 


= work to the public as. a compleat hif- 


are brought to light; fo that I may in ; 


4 Kenn HisTo KY. of 


5 ſometimes dipped. in gong, ſometimes 
in gay colors. 


Before 1 proceed, it will be neceſſary 


— tory, wherein each fact muſt follow the 45 
preceding one in exact chronological , 
order.— So far from i it, that this volume, 4 

and any other which I may propoſe tg! N 
publiſh, as the Marchioneſs ſhall fake Ty 

niſh_ me with materials, can only be | 
looked on as a common place of facts, : if 
which may ſerve i in future to refer to, : 8 
in the eompoſing a more regular reci- = 
tal of her brilliant hiſtory, Every day 7 it 
new incidents tart. up, new anecdotes : (5 
a po 


Madame de Po ApouR. &<$ 
future have occaſion to relate many cir- 
cumſtances which ought to have taken 


their place among the preceding ones. 825 


wal, notwithſtanding, endeavour to 


arrange them i in ſuch order, a as to form 


n very diſagreeable connexion; and 8 


ſhall therefore reſume the narrative as 
nearly as poſſible where the author of 
05 he. former volumes has laid down his 


Fen. eb i 185 


The ſecond part of that work con- 


cluded with two very different por- 
traits of Madame de Pompapour (b), 


(5)V OLTAIRE has alſo preſented us with one in 
a poem called La PucsLLE, which our readers 
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6 The HIS rexx of 


One of them, in the ſtile of the fa- 


; mous painter Bovcnkn, drawn in her 
| — — — 
K may not perhaps be diſpleaſed to ſee in this 
place After having told us that this fair one 
had been bred up by her mother for the Bon- = 
1 1 vrt, or at beſt for the Ortra, but that love, a 
with a more propitious hand, having raiſed her 
| from the noble bed of a Farmer-general, to | 
j | that of a Monarch, he adds: . p 
- Sa vive allure eſt un vrai port de reine, [ 
SEs yeux frippons s' arment de Majeſtè: , 
Sa voix a pris le ton de. Souveraine, F f 
Et ſur ſon rang ſon eſprit 'eſt monte, * 
* he lively amble of her gait , 
Is alter'd to a port of ftate, 5 
The wanton archneſs of her eye 1 45 
Arm d with the frown of Majeſty ; 3 ; mit 
Her voice once pitch'd to repartce, = _ 


Has now aſſum'd the Sov'reign's key: 


». « 


Madame de Pomrapouk. 7 


early days, and repreſenting her ſur- 


month, and who' has ſhewn no inclina- 
tion to flattern her. The picture of her 


ill uſtrious brother however, not ſeem- 


avoid, for the ſatisfaction of the pub- 


piece. 


1 — 


With ſuch a haughty air as ſhows, 
Her ſpirit on her fortune roſe. 

There cannot ſurely be a ftronger picture 
mind to aſſume a manner conformable to her ne 


rounded with the ſmiles and graces; 
the other in that of PETER VaNnLoo, 


who has painted her within this twelve- 


ing to be ſufficiently finiſhed, I cannot 


lic, giving ſome few retouches to the 


drawn of the great readineſs of the Marchioneſs's 


8 The His roa of 


Cnanues Poisson, Marquis de Ma- 


RIGNY, is a conſtant frequenter of all 


places of public diverſions.— Would 


vou, therefore, be ſure to know him at 


firſt f. ight, examine well the play- 


houſes, the ſtage, or the front- boxes, 
and fix on him who ſhall appear diſtin- 


guiſhed by the moſt vulgar face, the 
moſt brutal alr, and the moſt inſolent 
addreſs, that is He.—Nor is it poſſible 
without indignation to behold this man, 


| who would have cut a properer figure A 


his father's ſtall, mingling with Ambaſ- 
ſadors, and the Grandees of France, and 


ſcarcely deigning to pay the leaſt at- 


tention to. thoſe, who happening not 
to know him, honor him with ſome. 
civilities.—Puffed up with ſtupid pride, 


P 


Madame de PoMPADOUR. 9 


| which baſe and ſervile flatterers ſupport, 
J be has perſuaded himſelf into a vain be- 
; lief of a ſuperior birth and genius, — 
= There have k even been wanting au- 
9 | thors, megn-ſpi irited enough to offer up 


be — 
the incenſe of their adulation to this Y 


ridiculous animal, and with the 
greateſt fervility laviſh on him the 

title of Mrczxas,—FRERON, that par- 

tial and conceited critic, in twenty 1 
n 7 places in his wretched periodical publi- 
4 : cations, expatiates largely in commen· 
4 ddion of the King's choice, congra . 
t. tulating the liberal arts on having ace 


7 d quired a ſuperintendant ſo generous and 

e ſo enlightened as Poissox: attributes 

e, to this mere groveling mole the moſt 

e cagte- ſighted diſcernment and under- 
| 3 


10 The HI STORY of 


ſtanding in painting, ſculpture, and 


architecture; and endeavours to per- 


ſwade the world, that thro? his dili- 


gence and care it ſhall again fee riſe, 


as from their graves, the famed Apt. 


LES, Prpras, and ViTRuvIvs. 


Does not the 5 ſuch inſipid 


linea. degrade the authors of 
them, and make them more contemp- 
tible than even the very object of 
their pra iſe vet have Marx mon TEL, 


| Borssy, and many others render d 


themſelves thus ridiculous z tho? it is 


known to every one in Paris that the 
Marquis de Maniev is only like an 


5 idol, which has indeed tlie form. of 


eyes and ears, bur has neither the, 


1 


: fenſe of ſight nor hearing. Let i not 
be imagined it was he who ſet the 
ſcheme on foot for the repairing of 


the Louvre, or finiſhing its front; for 


he is no more ſenſible of the real 


beauties of a maſterpiece, than the 
meaneſt laborer ; in the building; and 
if he ſometimes goes into the acade- 
mies, or viſits the artiſts, it 18 for the 
| raviſhing delight of hearing himſelf 
called My Lon amongſt them The 
artiſts of real merit are far from va- 
luing themſelves on his applauſe, and 
veglect themſelves for want of due 


encouragement. —For two or three to 


whom he has procured penſions, there 


are numbers for whom nothing is 


done. 


Madame de Powravour, 11 
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| 12 The HisToRy of | 
| Nor are the Marquis de MakIONv's 


ſocial virtues more extenſive than his | 
taſte for. genius, —As he poſſeſſes nei 
ther wit nor conduct, he takes no de- 
light but in the company of the moſt 
dirty and obſcure baudy- -houſe ac 
quaintance. He is not one of thoſe 


agreeable libertines who in 1 


K gant ſuppers know how to aſſemble 


round them the ſp:ightly courts of Va- 
= Nu Bacchus, and Couus.— His ill | 
5 breeding is inceſſantly breaking forth a- 
midlt his very parties of delight, on 
Which account there are very few of 
1 thoſe charming nymphs. who conſtitute 
the very joy of refined collations, that 

ever "deſire to be of his company. 


5 Their paſſion not being to one ou, 
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Madame de POMYADOUR. "ug 


but they wut have mirth beſides; in 
which they can never be gratified by the 
drunken Martoxy, exhauſted with 


exceſſes, ſtupid and ill- natut'd. 


Some days after the promotion of 
his ſiſter to the place of a 2 lady of : 
honor, happening to be in 4 party 
5 with the celebrated Mademoiſelle Dz- 
| SCHAMPS, a dancer at the Opera, the con: . 
verſation turned upon this poſt, which 
entitled her to the liberty of ſitting 
before the Queen, when the ſprightly 
Deschaurs, enlivened by champaign, 
and not foreſeeing the diſmal conſe- 
; uence + ae the e ex- 


one of he Opera es d noi „ 
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Ma foi, Marquis de Vaxpikkr, 0 


Avouons le f. anchement, 


Son Derant 
A bien ſervi fon Derriere. 


The ſpirited turn of this epigram- 


matical ſtanza, would be extremely 


difficult to ſupport in a tranſlation, for 


which reaſon 1 ſhall not attempt one 


and only give the meaning „which was, 
That his filter's bac k- ſide had great obli- 


gations to her fore-one. But however 
excuſable it might be, conſidering all 


circumſtances, yet it threw VAxbIE RE 
into a violent paſſion ;z—he curſed and 


ſwore, threw glaſſes and plates at poor 


t 


if 


Cr 


Dacenanes head, call d her a TON 


: ſand times by all thoſe opprobious : 
names which, to do her juſtice, ſhe had : 
ſome kind of title to, turaed her, in a 
moſt ignominious manaer out of doors, 


and cauſed her to be con! ned for ſome 


months in the Chateau de Bicetre a 


place which anſwers neareſt to the Bride- 


wells of London. 


The Marchioneſs, as has already been 


obſerved, is not leſs apt to take offence 


than her brother, nor, when offended, 


lels impatient to avenge the affront. A 


It is now a long time that. he has. kept 


up. her il-will to PyRON, for no more, 
than a quibbling repartee, which in 


ceality, had nothing of Fenſiy e, nor in- 


Madame de POMPADOUR. 48 
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16 The HisToRyY of 

[- deed very new in it. —She was walk- 

Tk ing in the gardens of the Thuilleries 

in company with Marſhal Saxz, whilſt 
the French nation at that time trium- 
Phant from the ſucceſſes of that mili- 
tary Hero, beheld with delight two per- 

ſons together, one of whom formed | 
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the glory, and the other conſtituted 
the amuſement of their Sovereign.— 
Pon, going through the garden at 
the time perceived this couple, and only 
calb'd aloud to one of lis friends, 
Nent, voila Peped du roi, et ſon four- 
reau? That is toſay, Hold, do pon fee there 
te King s ſword and ſcabbard? yet has 5 
: this little ſally of archneſs perhaps more ; | 
contributed to keep PyroN out of the JF | 
academy, or from obtaining a penſion, = 
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chan even his famous ode to PxTAus. 


The Count de Taxrs8an, who has 
made himſelf known by ſome works, 
backed by two others of the moſt wit- 
ty men of quality at Court, at- 
tempted to caſt a cloud over the then 
dawning glories of the Marchioneſs, 
by compoſing an infinite number of 


little ſonnets, couplets, epigrams, &c. 


in which a great fund of ſheer wit, true 
_ attic ſalt of raillery was profuſely la- 
viſhed, and which were publickly ſung 
with a very ſmall mare of circum- 
ſpection.—But it was not long before 


the example ſet in che diſgracing and 
= puniſhing with baniſhment, not on! 7. 
= the authors, but ſingers of them, gave. 


8 Phe Hire of 
warning to others to be leſs unguard- 
ed, 5 


But it La PoupA DOUR has ever ſhewn 


herſelf a molt implacable enemy to all 
5 thoſe who have endeavoured either to 
hurt hes intereſt, or rid] cule her cha- 
racter ſhe has always on the other 


fide, with equal warmth taken in hand 


the promotion of thoſe who have eſ· 


pouſed her cauſe, or attached the m- 


ſelves to her. 


At the | time of the aſſ.ſination of 


the King at Verſailles, the was at Tria · 
non, preparing for his reception to 
keep Twelfth-day with her there, and 
many of the Courtiers were at that time 


Madame de PoMPADouR, 19 


with her. —As ill news ever flies on 
eagle's wings, the account of Dami- 
en's attempt quickly reached Trianon, | 


and not without exageration.— The 


Marchioneſs fell into a fit, and, ſo 


ſhort is the ſpace of time required, for 
 Courtiers to throw of the mask when 
it appears no longer neceſſary to them, 7 
that before ſhe could come to herſelf, 
they had all left her, excepting the _ 
prince de Soumze, who alone had the 
courage to ſtay by her amidſt this gene- 
ral deſertion, and to aſſure her of his 
attachment and devotion to her per- 
ſon.—She was: inclinable immediatelß 
to quit F rance, and ſeek elſewhere a 
refuge from the perſecutions which ſhe - 
thought threatew'd ker: :— Monſieur de 
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20 The HIS rox of 
| $60512x petfwaded her to ſtay, conſo- 
led her griefs, encouraged her with | 
Hopes, and tobk ſuch proper meaſures, 5 
nin concert both with her and Madame 


de Baseni her ſiſter, as maſt have ob- 


viated every event which could have 
happened to her prejudice.— The eſſen· 
tial ſervices he did her in a conjunc- 
ture fo extremely critical, conſequently 
made a deep impreſſion on her mind, 
inſpired her with the warmeſt ſenti- 
ments of gratitude towards him, and 
3 WP out for every op- 
unity of 8 ang bim a proof o * its 


717 


1 


> + 


- The Prince as Seven poſſeſſes. al- 


moſt erery qualification eſſential to a 


ae 


Courtier ; be is brave, witty, gallant, 
. officious, and is what is called. a fair 
F: gameſter; and, perhaps, could he have 
= contented himſelf with the exertion of 


thoſe qualities alone, he might have 


F ſaved his country the ill effects of a 
1 | moſt deplorable game,—But the defire 
of commanding an army was his pre- 
vailing paſſion ; whilſt, blinded by va- 
nity, he was firmly perſwaded he poſ- 
ſeſſed every talent needful to form a 
perfect General. Full of this convic- 
tion, he ſoon communicated his preten- 
tions to Madame de PomyAapoun, who 
eagerly lad hold on the occaſion to 
oblige him, and made a point of it 
with the King to in him what he 
| wiſhed ſo en We Bom 


Madame de POMPADOUR. 2+ | 


22 The HIS TOR of 


HFis Majeſty, who knew Monſieur de 


 Sou1ze to be paſſeſſe] of the great 
requiſite for a ſoldier, mere animal 
courage 3 but was at the ſame time 
thoroughly aNur'd that he had no expe- 
tience in the art of war, nor talents that 
5 could qualify bim for a Commander in 
chief; yielded n not to her requeſt till 
after che moſt preſſing and repeated ſo- ; 


citation —The battle of Roſbach pu- 


tied the weakneſs, and withal ſtained 


the glory of the Monarch, with the 

blood of a number of Frenchmen, which 

| would have been much greater, if they had 
not committed their ſatety to their heels. 

The whole nation enraged at this loſs, 
loaded the General with numberleſs exe- 

; crations, and the incenſed populace, 
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Madame de PoMPapour, 23 


in order to teſtify at once their re- 


ſentment and contempt towards him, 
hung up a dead Jack- aſs at his gate, 
with a ſeroll in his mouth, wherein 
were written theſe words addreſſed 1 


the porter, Oe THE Door, [ am 


YOUR MASTE R. 


On his return | howeve er from this 8 . 


rious camp ig, the great, the victori- 


cus Hero of Roſbach was received by 


his maſter with the lame kin wdneſs as 
Saxk or a TUREXNE could have 8 


when they came home with their brows 


circled with the moſt forifhing wreaths 


ef] laurel. WS. 1 he f fault was thrown vpon 


the troops 0 had not done their du- 


ty, and his H ghneſs de Sovblz z was 


4 The HISTORY of 


admitted to the council-chamber,— | 


There indeed he was made to under- 


ſtand how improper it Was that he 
ſhould hazard his reputation any more 
by engaging the King of Pruſſia; but 
that his more diſtinguiſhed merit was 
reſerved to be employed in the con- 
queſt of England; an undertaking 
which would do him much greater ho- 
nor, than a conteſt with a petty Mar- 

3 dis of Brandenburgh. | 


Whilſt Monſieur de Sovun1ze, how- 
ver, was rendering himſelf ſo unfortu- 

. nately conſpicuous in action abroad, 
Madame de Pour apbOR prov'd more 
ſucceſsful at home in the meaſures ſhe 
took to eſtabliſh more firmly her em- 


Madame de PomPAnDour. 25 


pire, and 8 triumphed with moſt re- 
ſpflendent luſtre over every rival, who 
5 preſumed to diſpute the King 3 heart 


with her. 


Madam de C5 -u, one of thefineſt 
women then at Court, had taken it into 8 
her head to ſupplant her, and ima- 

gined the ſhould find it ſo much the 
eaſter to ſucceed, as the King had on 
many occaſions ſhewn ſuch a parti- 
cular regard for ber, as ſeemed to aſ- 
A luc her of his being far from indif- ; 
ferent. to her charms Avery time, 
in mort, that he met with her, he en- 
[ tered into long converſations with her, ; 


accompanied with a thouſand little 


acts of gallantry, which did not in 
Part III. C: 


26 The HISTORY of: 


the leaſt diſpleaſe her; theſe led to 


ſome kind of propoſitions, but as 


they were couched only in vauge 
and general terms, ſhe ſtill kept 


him at bay, and granted no- 


| an 8. 
Tbe King, who had not been ac- 


cuſtomed to meet with any difficulty 
in his amours, was not a little ſur- | 

A e 
: per 
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prized to find his wiſhes checked 


by a reſiſtance, which ſeemed to 
him fo extraordinary. —With a firm 
reſolution, then, to ſurmount it, the 
fat down> ſeriouſly to conſider of his 
deſigned. conqueſt, and on the proper 
methods to be taken to render a 


failure of faccels entirely \impoſl- 
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men 


out Madame de 8 renewed 
his attacks on her with the utmoſt 


5 promiſe . of making her miſtreſs of 


s her own conditions, —— be reader will no 
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E ſoon concluded on the following con- 


C 2 


Madame de Pour Apouz, 27 


He immediately therefore found 


vigour, and was not long before he 
brought her to à capitulation on the 


doubt conceive a deſire of knowing 
. what ſort of terms ſhe thought pro- 
q per to : inſiſt on, which we ſhall 
. oratify, by informing him that the 


N engagement between them was very 


W ditions :—the firſt, and moſt eſſen- 
al one was, the inſtant baniſh- 

ment of Madame de Pompadour from 

| Court, —The ſecond was, a demand 


28 : The HisTory of 


of great | honors for herſelf and 


family. And the third inſiſted on 
large penſions, and the exile of ſome 
certain perſons about Court. — Not. 
withſtanding theſe, and ſeveral other 
extravagant pretentions, the King con- 
ſented to every thing ſhe aſk'd ;— 
but, as ſhe made it her firſt point, 
before ſhe would yield up her perſon 


to his Majeſty, that her rival ſhould ' 
be immediately diſcarded, the King, . 
in order to ſurmount this difficulty, 9 
which conſiderably. embarraſſed him, $| 


had recourſe to Madame de Pour. 


DOUR ; 


her advice | in the affair. 


| acquainted her with every 7 lier 


particular of the treaty, and ' aſked} 3 


ter 
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captivate the King, than the youthful 
bloom of twenty, a neck ſhaped by the 


ter, and a complexion which would diſ- 


have hoped for that advantage.— 


lities, which fix an attachment af- 


ted 
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atory liking for her; but on the 


Madame de PoM HA DOUuR. 2D - 


Had nothing more been requiſite to 


hand of elegance itſelf, an arm of alabaſ- 


grace the whiteneſs of the lilly; in 
mort, a form in which it would puz- 
zle even a rival to find a fault; 
4 Madame de . might, certain 


BY without the reproach of vanity, 
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But as this Lady's s exterior charms 
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were not ſupported by thoſe qua- 


ter enjoyment, the Marchioneſs was 
not at all alarmed at the King's tranſ- 
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30 The HisTory of 

contrary, with great readineſs pointed 
out to him the means of bringing 
his wiſhes to an accompliſhment as 
oy as poſſible. 


The method ſhe 3 and 
which was immediately carried into 
execution, was by conſenting that 
his Majeſty ſhouid openly, and in 

the preſence of ſome of his Courtiere, | 
Who would not fail to propagate 
the report of it, treat her with a re- 
markable degree of coolneſs; and 
that ſhe, for her own part, ſhould, at 
the time that the King was. on the 
point of bringing his affair with Ma- 
dame C —SL—N to a criſis, retire for two 


or three days in to the country. 


Madame de PoMpaDouR, 31 


The rumor of the King's new in- 
<lination now became general, and 
Madame de Pour apous' 8 diſgrace 

was univerſally whiſpered, and as 
univerſally believed; whilſt a viſit 
Which the juſt at that conjunc- 
E ture thought proper to pay o the 
convent of Capuchin-nuns, fully con- 
firmed all the ſuſpicions that had 
been conceived of her fall.—Nay, 
people went ſo far as to repeat 
| the edifying conferences the was 
{ ſuppoſed to have had with the Supe- 
rior, and even to deſcribe the cell which 
| ſhe had given orders for the building in 
that convent The devotees of reli- 


gion already look'd on her as a cho- 
c g 


| 
| 


32 The His roxr of 


ſen veſſel, and bleſſed the mercy of the 
Almighty, in giving the world an ex- 
ample of a ſecond La VAIIIERE. 0 


making, in imagination, a convert of 


the Marchioneſs, the poor deluded Ma- 


_ bed in the morning, full of warm 


was now going to become the new· court 1 
ſtar, the King did not ſee her for the | 
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N But whillt this fame world was thus 
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dame de —— claſped in the arms 


of Majeſty, and not ſo much as dream» b. 


ing on the good things of another b. 
world, was preparing herſelf a fine af 
piece of ridicule 1 in this. in 


F rom the time that ſhe quitted the 


ideas and a high preſumption, that ſhe 
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met her, he entered very coolly into 


POMPADOUR. 5 
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into any rage at the King's perfidy; and 


5 believe, that no intimacy of a certain 
nature had paſſed between hisMajeſty and 
her; but finding no one quite fo ere 


Madame de PomPADOUR = 33 


whole day.,—In the evening when he 


converſation with her, upon ſubjects 


perfectly indifferent; when behold ! in 


the midſt of this ſcene, enters Madam 


Tho Madame de C—$SL—N could not 
by this time have the leaſt doubt of 
her having been the bubble of this . 


affair, ſhe took care not to break out 


in ſhort, topped. the Courtier's part. | 
She would indeed have made the world i 


Cz 
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34 The HIS Tory of 
qulous as to ſwallow that, ſhe did not ſuf- 
fer it to give her a moment's uneafineſs; 
but comforted herfelf with the refle&i- 
on, that ſhe was now neither leſs hand- 
ſome, nor leſs agreeable, than ſhe had Fi 


been before the adventure. 


ſearcely more gratified by this extraor- 


the received much about the ſame time 


from Don E—-M—L of — 
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Let | was the Marchineſs's ambition 


difinary triumph, than by a letter which * 


Thoſe who know how 8 ſhe 


the 18 of having, and being known to 


have epiſtolary correſpondences with 


ar 


| Madame de Potravovn. 35 


: Princes and Crowned heads (c may ea- 


fily conceive. how high a ſatisfaction 5 

this letter muſt have given her -A 
letter! in which that Prince condeſcended 
to aſk her advice, and intreat her to do 
him a good office; 3 employing for the - 
purpoſe the moſt polite and compli- | 


mentary expreſſions with reſpect to 


her. : 
If however the letter itſelf admini- 


ſtered to her vanity a food ſo much to 


ww She had frequently wrote to the Queen of 


Hungary, i in which letters, it is ſaid, ſhe gave 


| her the familiar appellation of my dear Queen, and 
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that the Empreſs i in reply, addrefied her, by the 
nile of — 2 Nn. 


36 K The HISTORY of 


its palate, ſhe Was at the ſame time 


fllled with a real concern for not being 
| able to return fuch an anſwer to it, as 


would correſpond with the Prince's s in- 


clination :—in ſhort, what he requeſted 


was abſolutely out of the King) 8 power 


to bring about, and, therefore only, 
out of bers. e 


Few there are, who are ignoragt that 
Don E—-m—r, having quarrelled with 
the late King his brother, who, contra- 


ry to his inclination, wanted to make 


him Patriarch of the metropolis of that | 


kingdom, quitted it at ſeventeen years 


of age, nor return'd thither till twenty 


years afterwards. 


Madame de PoMPADOUR, 37 


a During this long abſence he had 
mide a tour through all the nations of 


* Europe, and had been particularly 


Pleaſed with that of France, where 

he reſided for ſeveral years: _— 
was at that time young well made, 
and of a moſt pleaſing addreſs, in ver- 
tue of which he had been embarked in 
gallantries with many agreeable women 
of all, ranks; the remembrance of 
which pleaſures made him give that 
country the preference to all the others 
he had ſeen. He was now grown hear- 7 
B iy wear y of his own leſs gay one, and 
had been heard repeatedly to declare | 
that he had much rather hve at Paris 
in the character of private Gentleman, 


on an income of twenty or thirty thou- 
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ſand livres (about a thouſand or 
fifteen hundred pounds) a year, FIR 
continue in the poſt which he then 


held, and in which he was ſervedon 
the knee, 


Theſe ſentiments ſtill continued. to 


reign in his boſom, and influence his 


conduct; and his above- mention'd letter 
to Madame de Pouraboux was to en- 


gage her intereſt to ſolicit the King, that, 
in oaſe he ſhould come to ſettle in his 
| dominions, he would publickly acknow- 


ledge him as a Prince of 8 5 
without the conſent of the King his 


nephew, which he could not procure. 
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Madame de Pour aboun Was three 


: months before ſhe anſwered the Prince's 
letter, being in daily expectation that 


ſhe ſhould find ſome means to bring 
about what he deſired —But all 1 in vaind 


—ſhe aſſembled her ſpecial privy- coun- ; 


ei ſeveral times on the occaſion, and 


alſo aſk'd the advice of Monſieur de 
Baschi, who had been Ambaſſador in 
Portugal, —but the affair was judged 
to be abſolutely impracticable: on which 
the Marchioneſs, in her character of 
little queen, diſpatched her reply to the 
prince by a courier, whole livery, a- 
= greeable to the dignity of bis miſtreſs, 
E was richly laced with gold down all 
the ſeams, 
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But let this g among the more tri- 


= vial anecdotes, and let me now Prepare 
to conſider thoſe objects of a more in- 
tereſting concern which ſollicit my no- 
tice, You are now, gentle reader, on 
the point of marking our Heroine more 
confirmed in power than ever, triumph- 


ing over every obſtacle which ſtands i in 


her way, and turning round the wheel 


of Fortune at her pleaſure with the ut · 
moſt rapidity.—Behold her raiſing va- 
rious perſons to the moſt conſiderable 
employments with an amazing ſudden- 
nels, and with an equal quickneſs de- 
8 poſing them again.— Vain, feeble ſatiſ⸗ 


faction! Can it be imagin'd that this 
capricious power can make her full a- 


mends for her perpetual diſquiets, for 
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the nation's univerſal hand or for the 
injuries of Time ? No ſurely :—ſhe, 


no doubt, was greatly happier, ä when, 


in her ſpring of youth, the Abbe BER- 
vis celebrated her wit and beauty, and 


ſung Gat lac which, like the miſtreſs 


of Horacr, could not be looked on 


without danger.— The happineſs, * 


there is any, which ambi ion can pro- 


cure, by no means atones for the pangs 


which for ever attend her. 


But es theſe rellexions, proceed 


we to Monſieur the Count de CLer- 


MowT, who, by the bye, is not very 


fond of any being made upon him; 


nor indeed is that without reaſon, 


44 
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This Prince, who i 15 Abbot de Saint | 


Germain des Prez, with a triflitg in- 
come of ſcarce above three hundred 


thouſand livres a year (4), till found 
his annual expences, as that of moſt of 


the Gentlemen of his cloth do, amount 
to the double of his receipts. —Tired 


| therefore with living thus pinched i in 


his circumſtances, and finding that 
Monſicur de RIchrLizu, who, ac- 
cording to common report, had fea- 
thercd his neſt pretty plentifully in the 


expedition againſt Hanover (e) was on 


{s) Rather leſs than fifteen thouſand pounds 


llerling. 


(e) When Monſieur de Ricnzliav returned n 
from t the n he e at Court! in a moſt 
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Madame de PomrADour, 43 
it N the point of being recalled, he could 
ä not help imagining that there muſt ſtill 
de conſiderable gleanings after him, and 
with that noble view became deſirous of 
procuring the command of the French 


troops in FOOT 


Bis eil and underſtanding in the 


4 military art had not, indeed, been fig- 


tend. 


magnificent ſuit of cloaths ; of which the King 
taking notice, highly commended the richneſs of : 
the gold embroidery —* Sir,” replied one of the 
Courtiers, ** this is only German gold,” He had 
aiſo built a ſuperb pavilion near his hötel, | 
which the Pariſians uſually called Pavillon d' | 
Hanovre, inſtead of the Name of Pavillon de py 
Mahon, which ionow de RicurLiev e 
had given it. 


FO 
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I nalized by any thing but the beſieging 


and taking of a few pigeon-houſes in 


the laſt war. —Yet were theſe proofs, 


added to the ſervile methods he made 


| uſe of to procure the Marchioneſs IJ in- 


Z tereſt, ſufficient to eſtabliſh an opinion 


of his great capacity, 


Another thiog in his e wa the | 
great ſatisfaction which Madame de 
Pomyapous felt from ſeeing the glory 

which Monſieur de RichLizu had 
acquired by the taking Poxr Mahon 
entirely ſullied by his ill ſucceſſes in Ger- 
many.— That Lady had till upon her 
ſtomach ſome very recent ſtrokes which 


1 the Duke's behaviour to her had made 
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her ſwallow, but which ſhe had not yet 


digeſted, nor revenged. 


Some time before his departure, the 5 
Marchioneſs had determined on a party 
at her Hotel at Paris, but choſe to keep 
it ſecret, from a deſign to exclude 
Monſieur 4 Ricnetiv from it, W ho 
was very frequently a diſturber of her 
pleaſures.— The Duke, however, hav- 


ing learned whither the King was Sone, 


inſtantly ſet out, and arrived in the e- 
vening at Madame de PomeapouR's 


3 Hötel.— Upon my word, Monſieur 

E « le Mareſchal,”” ſaid the Marchioneſs, 
ſomewhat irie * did not ex- 
101 believe i it, J . 


pe pen (f }:— 


„* 3 Ke — 


1 I. . 


= The Kiba . Ciſpatched o one * the 
Officers of the army on ſome affairs, of which 
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8 dam,” replied the Duke ; , « B as 
40 one of the Gentlemen of the Bed - 


chamber to his Majeſty, 1 have a 


* 


right to be wherever he is.“ But, 


my Lord, * ſaid the Marchionef 


5 . have not a bed for you.“ ed Ah, 
6. Madame,” replied the Mareſchal, 
% 23 for that, il ne me faut 4 une 


« paillaſſe (g). An anſwer which, al- 


which he acquitted himſelf with gieat expedi- 


tion, bis Majeſty, ſurprized to ſee him ſo ſoon 
returned, ſaid to him, “ Why, Sir, you mult 
5 have flown! Sir,” replied the Officer, 
" 1 have only followed: the exam; le of your 


„ Generals in Germany.“ 


(2 The 3 of this reply conkile 5 2 


"i a pun ; the words themſelves implyiog only, 
„Ah! Madame, I want only a pallet ;” but a: 
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tho' it conveyed a double meaning, 
that the Marchioneſs well underſtood, 

and felt the whole force of it, ſhe had 
3 | too much wit not to diſſemble the of- 
: fence it. muſt give her, or to complain 
in form of it to ) he King. 


Wh en 1 de RienLiEv was 
nom inated for the command of the army 
i Germany, he waited on Madame de 
PorPApDouR, and returned. her thanks 
. in form for the good offices which ſhe 
| had been ſokind to do him on that occa- 


—— 


the word Paillaſſe is a ſynonimous term, which 
means equally a bed of Rraw, or a common 
Saard- room trull, it is eaſy to conceive that ſhe 


could not be very well pleaſed at the coafe 
double entendre. 
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ſion; — As to me, sir, oy cen bs. 


« ] proteſt to you, 1 have had no 


“ ſhare at all in it, your own merit 


* alone has done it entirely; ; be aſſur d 
* that ] have a due ſenſe of the polite- 
neſs with which you now honor me, 


« and wiſh that your operations may 


« only have all the ſucceſs that I de- 
© (ire them to have : —Oh! Ma. 


C dame, anſwer'd the Duke, who 


underſtood the true. ſenſe of her am- 1 


biguous expreſſion.” ] believe eve- 


wo + word you now ſay“. Upon 


which, he made her a very low bow, 


and took his leave. 


. event, however, turned out ful- 
ly to the wiſhes of Madame de Po. 


5 


0 
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. PADOUR, and furniſhed her with the 
glorious opportunity of procuring Mon- 

ſieur de CLEAMONT to be appointed Ge- 

neral | in bis room. 


The Duke de BELLISLE, who very 
well knew the extent of Monſieur de 
: | Cra, 8 abilities, like a good pa- | 
triot, very ſtrongly oppoſed their be- 
ing put into employment. —PBar unfor- 
tunately as he had nothing but reaſon 
on his ſide, his repreſentations were 


E in courſe of little avail, and the point 


was carried againſt him, 00 that the 
conſequence was the eg him 
for ſome time with Madame de Pour a- | 


Down, and rendering him obnoxious 


to the Count ce CLERMONT, who 
P's III. D 
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vowed. revenge upon him from that 


hour. 


5 Before that | Prince departed to taks 
thecommand upon him, his brother, the 
Count de CHA ROLOIS, zealous and ſin- 
cetely anxious for the honor of F RANC 55 

which he ſaw truſted to hands ſo inca- 
: Pable « of maintaining it, ſtrove, by « every 

means in his power to diſſuade his bro- 
ther from the undertaking ;—but when 

he found it impoſſible to bring that a- 


bout, he every where, whenever he ſpoke 


of the Count de CLERMONT, ſaid open- 


4; y 1 wonder how long this plockbeas 
has taken it into this head to fancy he 
could make a Genzral 2— wtere the de- 


vil. are he A 27 te has bitherto 55 


tel 
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ven rf can paſs or over his keeping a arab, 85 


bis getting baſtards by her, and even his ba. > 


$ king it into his head to legitimate them (b): 


but as to bis thinking to beat Prince F ER- 


DINAN p, that i is what I cannot forgive p. 


(i) Yet all this could not hinder the 


(2) His miſtreſ. is one La le Duc, daughter of 5 
2 dwiſs of Luxembourg ;—the cou: ers frequently 
ſtop at her houſe; in their way to Verſailles. — 
She had a daughter by the Count de Cresuenr, 
and whenever any one is deſitous of ſeeing the 
child, if the mother thinks proper to grant that 
favor, ſhe calls to one of her women, and 


_ «6 Let the Princeſs come down.“ 


1 i The Count de Cu AROLOIS, holds Madame 


; de Pour abovx in the highelt degree of con- | 


tempt ben he paid her a vid on her be- 
D 2 | 
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| Abbot de Saint Germain from ſetting out 
_ poſt, and bringing back the army with 
the ſame expedition from Hanover ;— 
| altho' it 18 well known, that all this 
haſte did not prevent its being over- 
taken by Prince FERDINAND, who beat 


his beſt troops in the battle of Crevelt. 


It! is certain, that during this bloody 


action, the Abbot was very contented!y 


raking his bottle ; 3 and that it was with 


great indiffe. ence he received the accourt 


of Monſieur Saint Germa IN 8 being en- 


ing made Lady of Honor, ſeeing only one el- 


| bow chair in the room, he directly threw him- 
felf into it, ſaying, as ſhe flood to entertain him, | 


© that he ſaw no body there with ſo good a title 
Leto at ia it as himſelf,” = 


tle 


Madame de Por ADO. 33 


gaged with the enemy, EN was it ſo 
much, as has been imagined, his jealou- 


ſy that Monſieur de Saint Grrmain 


ſhould carry off the whole honor of the 


day, as the deſire he had of being re- 
venged on Monſieur de BELL1SLE, which 
prevented his ſ:nding him ſuccours 3 for 
when word was brought him that the : 
carabiniers were engaged with the great- 
eſt part of the grenadiers of the ene- 
mp, and that without very ſpeedy al- 
E 1 liſtance, | they would inevitably be cut 
1 8 pieces ; he ſaid to thoſe who were at 
table with him, and who have them- | 


{elves ſince repeated his words, (&) 


— 


(%) There was a rumor prevailed at firſt, 


that Prince Xavizs of Saxony had been dan- = 


D 3 
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6 Now we ſhall ſee, how this raſcally. 


« ſon of a Prime Miniſter,” : meaning 
| Monſieur de Gisoks (1) « wall bring 


« himſelf out of this ſcrape.” 0 Being ob- 


dees to fiy, he faid that evening at 


gerouſly wounded in the affair of Crevelt. Tor 
three days however after the action, the Dauphin 


f received a letter from bim, in which he ſends 


bim word thus : I ran no other riſk at Crevelt, 


„than that of getting damnable drunk; for 
0 whilſt they were fighting, I was pouring 


6 W, down Champaign | with Monſieur de Erk 


ce 


MONT,” | 


Q Monſieur de Barrier bad jul placed 


has in the carabiniers, imagining be would be 


the leaſt expoſed in that corps, which is more 


rarely employed in act ion than almoſt any other. 


99 


re 


* 


Italian theatre, heard a general mur- 


? 
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jupper, “ Well, after all, this cannot 


be called the lols of a battle "to [poke 


not a word more about it, and went to 
bed as quietly as if nothing extraordi- 


nary had happened. 


The people however at Paris, were 
not quite ſo inſenſible as he, to the loſs 
of ſuch a number of brave fellows, ſacri- 
ficed though his fault; and although 
they had not an opportunity of ſeeing 
him ſoon enough to teſtify the indig- 

nation they had conceived againſt him; : 
yet they could not help ſhewing figns 
of it to the Count de CnaroLoNLS his 


brother, who being one evening at the i 


mur run chrough the pit, with a fre- 
855 


quent repetition. of the word Crevelt ; 


* which he only ſhrugged up his 
ſhoulders, and ery*d, “ Ce weft pas ma 


8 Sue It is no fault of mine,” 


| Although a fear of t the Marchioneſ 8 
relenment prevented too open an out- 
cry at court againſt Monſieur de Crxx- 
MONT, yet numbers of lampoons a and 

= ballads were publiſhed againſt him, and 
when he was recalled, having brought 
: back the troops almoſt to the frontiers 

of the Kingdom, Madame Lovlsa, one | 


of the Meſdames of France, ſaid one 
day with great pleaſantry to the King; 


« Pray, my dear Papa, did you give 
« orders to the Count de C LERMONT to 
* come back all alone ?*? «Why do 
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* you aſk that queſtion? „ ' replied the | 
King, — & Becauſe,” added ſhe, „ he 
„might very well have brought back 


« the whole army with him.“ Nor 


did the King of Pruſſia, any more than 
others, ſpare the Abbot; for it is with | 


great confidence affirmed, that he ſaid 


in regard to him, « Surely the King 


| <:of France mult be at a great loſs for 
Generals, when he is obliged to have 


4 recourſe to an Abbot of Benedictins. “o 


[ae Rebel. whe wah 
a ſtill more eminent figure in this hiſto- 
Ts is the Abbot de Bzanis, of whom 


| I have already made mention; and as 


the greateſt part of the anecdotes 
which relate to him have a confidera- 
D 5 
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ble connection with the affairs of Madame 


de Pour Abou, it can ſcarce be a di- 


greſlion from my ſubject, my entering : 
into a pretty long and particular detail 


of hem. 


Madame de Pour pour, being well Z 


; acquainted that the Abbot de Brnnis, 


whom ſhe deſigned to place at the head 


of public affairs, had ſtudied Ov1iD 


much more carefully chan either Gro- 


| ros or Purrrxponr, cauſed him to 


be appointed Ambaſſador to the Repub- 


lic of Venice, in order that he might 


5 there make himſelf maſter of all the 
ſecrets of the moſt refined policy (m).— 


— 


I. bh 


The Abbot de 8 . 
very amerous conſtitution, gave himſelf vp en- 


Madame de POMPADOUR, | 4 


When ſne thought him ripe for her 
purpoſes, ſhe had bim recalled, and 


by a moſt rapid progreſs procured him 
ſucceſſively to be made a Miniſter of 


: State, with the decoration of a ribbon, 


and t to be created « a Cardinal, 


Our 1 new Miniſter, full of a moſt ex- 


; alted opinion of his own merit, at firſt 


ſcarcely condeſcended to a co-operation 


im affairs with Monſieur de BELLEISLE, 


tirely to the Venetian Ladies, inſtead of the con- 
cerns of politics. — Aud indeed met with certain 
adventures at Venice, which never happen to a a 


man who applies himſelf ſolely to the Qudying 


| the intereſts of Princes, 


one id oat WR AE I nr et eg ee e—- 
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| in order to qualify himſelf for. the poſt 
| he now held in the Miniſtry.  How- 


ever, in ſpite of all his preſumption, | 
the old Duke very ſoon convinced him 


how much eaſier it was to compoſe 4 
5 ſonnet to Cain, than to guide with 
proper Kill the grand machinery of 
political negociations. —Jo ſhort, the 
world was ſo generally perſwaded of his 

ignorance, and want of abilities for the 7 | 
affairs of the Cabinet, that they uſed 


£ ironically, and by way of derifion, t to call 
him the Cardinal RrenzIIEV. 


When he was inveſted with the order 
of the Holy-ghoſt in the chapelof Ver- 
ſailles, there Was, during the ceremon Ys 


a ſcroll of paper thrown out of the gal- 


lery among the Knights, on which : 
were ſome lines of poetry written with 
a pencil : — the paper that contained 
them was a leaf torn out of a book; 
: which ſeemed pretty plainly to prove, 

that they had been compoſed whilſt the 
ceremony was performing, —The lines : 
| de kind of parody on the ce Veni Cre- 
13 ator,” and very tolerable conſidering 
en extemporary. Perſons about 
4 Court are ſeldom overburthened with 
| piety, and are ſometimes apt to make 
too free an uſe even of the moit reſ- 
bectable things in religion. —Howeyer 
that may be, you have the lines ſuch : 
as they came to Ve hands. 


* 
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Eſprit caint, Divine Efence, | 
Daignez guider ce Miniſtre nouveau; Te 
Et pour l'honneur de la F rance 15 
Illuminez ſon Cerveau. 


De douze ignorans, jadis 
Vous fites autant en 8 
Renouvellez ces miracles} 

Sor le pauyre Abbe Beaxls. nl hiv” ] 3 


Embraſez le de vos flammes : Ee 1 1 
Inſpirez lui votre amour 3 | 
Qu il baiſe un peu moins les Dames, 

Et fur tout la POMPADOUR, ng b 

| WO HH ; ch 

2 RANSLATED® . 

; Thou, Holy Spirit, power divine; ch 
Do thou for France's glory deign . 
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On this new miniſter to ſhine, 


And lighten up his clouded brain, 


| Of twelve unlearn'd thou heretofore 
Didſt raiſe up oracles to thee z 
| Renew theſe miracles once more, 


By giving ſenſe to poor BRN 


l His boſom with a Runes poſſeſs 
On him the love of Heaven pour; 
That he may kiſs the Ladies leſs, 


And leaſt of all La Pour apoon? 


| One of the Knights having picked up 
this billet, and read it, paſs'd it round 
from hand to hand, by which means 
te gravity of the ceremony was ſome-' 


what diſconcerted.—No enquiry was 


— — ——— — — WA A => Pr 


ever made about the Author; ; but it 
Was generally attributed to the Dutcheſs 
of Orleans. 


| T he Abbot de Beans thus inveſted 
; with the rank of a Miniſter, and decked 
out with a blue ribbon, could not, 


doubtleſs, but appear ſtill more agree - 
able in the eyes of his protectreſs:— 


nor can there need a more convincing 


proof of the truth of this ſuppoſition, 

than her often paſſing the beſt part of 
the day, and, indeed, frequently the 

beſt part of the nights too, in maſ- 
querades (h ich could not be given 
without ſome deſign) ; in company with 
him. — But of theſe we ſhall ay more 
hereafter. 
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| knowledge, or indeed! in x any other ſci- © 


Madame de PoMPADOUR. 6g 


This Gentleman is ſtill young and 


well made, his countenance extremely 


pleaſing, his teeth very white and even, 
and the fairneſs of his complexion great- 
ly improved by a well diſtributed freſhe 


neſs of color in his cheeks, His con- 


verſation | is of that kind of turn which 


has ever been found to form an inte- - 
reſt with the Ladies 'F for as his whole 

life has been one continued ſcene of gal- 
| lantry, it has been the whole ſtudy of 


that life to render himſelf agreeable to 


them, —Every the moſt ſecret turn in 
the buſineſs of coquetry,, every the moſt 


inmoſt receſs in the heart of woman. 


he is perfect iy maſter of; and howe- 


ba ſuperficial he may be in political | 


17 W 5% 
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bee, it would 5e. the higheſt juſtice | 
to diſpute his being the moſt conſum- 


mate adept in the art of love. (u) Ovm 
hjmſelf muſt give place to him in the 
theory of it; and for the practieal part 
he had an athletic air; that gave the 


idea of an Hercules in thoſe engagements. 


Endowed with ſuch ſuperior talents, 
Madame de Pour Apoux looked upon 


0 The Abbot | when at Paris TY no- 
thing to fubſiſt on but the liberality of the La- 


| dies, who finding him extremely to their liking, . 
Provided him with cloaths and diet; but as he | 
T0 had not the good fortune to fall in with any 

| woman who had much more in her power, he 
l | never made any very Kita agure tuere, but 
| was on the contrary very often in weigh. | 

| 

| 
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him as extremely capable of untavelling 
the moſt knotty, and of conducting 
the moſt arduous affairs of ſtate, ima- 
gining, with great reaſon, that in the 
courſe of an adminiſtration which ſhe 
alone had put into his hands, he would 
certainly take no ſtep. without firſt con- 


"WY her, 


. 


3 th his exaltation, however, the poor 
| Abbot Beans exactly anſwered the 


deſcription which MoxraicxE has 


given of thoſe apes, who having with 


| great nimbſeneſs climbed up to the top. 
of a tree, the height they have reached 
ſerves only the more to ſhew their poſ- 
teriors.— Vet this did not prevent his 


: maintaining the rank he had acquired, 
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{o- long as he continued to be ſupported 


by the ſame band which had at fir 


been reached out to lift him to it; nor 


did he fall, till, through ingratitude, 
a vice from which the Romiſh clergy 


has not always been imagined to be 
entirely clear, he thought proper to 


Night the author of his fortunes, and 
to repay the obligations he lay under 


to the Marchioneſs by laying a plan for 
her deſtruction. 


- During the ren, which Poste 


= his diſgrace, the Abbot was loaded with 
0 all kinds of favors by Madame de 
Poyrapour,—Nay,! not ſatisfied with 
every thing that ſhe had done for him 
hicherto, i in procuring him les, Pen- 
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lions, church preferments, &c. ſhe 
even made him a preſent, in ſpite of 


her known, her acknowledged avarice 


or paſſion for money, of a very con- 
E a ſtill more ſplendid appearance. 

And now this quondam grub, this 
er 
ten or twelve years before had been 


room on a fourth floor, and who uſed, 


EZ threadbare cloak, to go to dine at any 
© little cook's ſhop, where he could get cre- 


—— S 


— ” ah. 


dit (o): now, I ſay, was this wory ng 


| fidcerable ſum, to enable him to make 


lodged at Paris in a. ready furniſhed _ 


dreſſed in a ſhabby black coat and 


| ( 0) When he eine to be a Minifter, there | 
were fifiy of theſe kind of people who came af- 
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ſailles, where he gave orders at once 
for an hundred thouſand crowns worth 
of plate, and appeared with a pomp 
and ſplendor far outſhining that of all Þ? \ 
the Frinces of the Blood, . „ ˖ 


far from pleaſing to any eyes but thoſe 


ter him to be all. 680 five or fix « crowns, ſome 


hand be paid; but for the reſt he diſcharged 


them unpaid, and threatened to ſend them to 
oO the Bicetre if they ever came to trouble him 
again. | 


contemptible object lodged i in the Pa- EE 
lace of Bourbon, where the apartments! 


are more magnificent than thoſe of Ver- 
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This magnificence, however, was 


more, ſome leſs, Thoſe who had his notes of 


He Madame de P OMPADOUR, | 71 - 
1 I of - the infatuated Marchioneſs. —The 
ts E Grandees were greatly diſguſted at it, 
r- 5 and the people, who very plainly ſaw 
the charge of it muſt fall on them at 
laſt, openly | murmured at it. —As to 


W the” populace, Madame de Pour abo 
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ever deſpiſed their clamours ; but that 


© the Abbot's brilliant equipage might 
A leſs exceptionably dazzle the eyes of 


T thoſe. at Court, ſhe now reſolved to 


P Ne him more their equal by making | 
bim a Cardinal.—lt is true that hereto- 


5 | fore a diſtinguiſhed piety, an eminence 7. 
in learning, or nobility of blood, were 
; Ip the requiſites to raiſe a man 1 
þ | to that exalted - -church-dignity 3 

: | now the times are changed, and Ae 


5 or money more amply | counterbal- 
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| lance the deficiency of all thoſe qua- 
lities. 
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Cardinal Rane 1 co, on bis firſt ac- 


: celfion to the Papal Chair, being more 7 
ſcrupulous than Benzpict XIV. openly 2 
declared a reſolution to reform thoſe 


abuſes, to give an entire new face to 


the Church, and reſtore its Supreme 
Head to his former and original au- 7 
thority.—It was however repreſented to 
him that he had the misfortune to live 1 
in a perverſe and ſtubborn age, when 3 
reformation would be little likely to 
take effect, and that it would be moſt | 
prudent in him to tread in the ſame path N 
his holy predeceſſor had purſued, whoſe 
tranquil philoſophy had a muck better : 
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elfect than * turbulent and unavailing 


zeal could have. It Was alſo intimated 
0 him that the Popes never had greater 


need than now of keeping meaſures that 
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e might bring in a revenue to ſupport 
de double dignity of Sovereign and 
fe L Pontiff ; and that, in ſhort, the money 


of a villain or a proſtitute would ſmell 
10 worſe than that which heretofore an 


"ICE I 


au- Emperor received for certain taxes he 
d to 


hve 


E: had laid on human excrements. 


The Holy Father, upon due reflec- 
0 4 tion, found theſe arguments ſo Ppalpa- 

one and jſt, chat he ſubmitted to their 

wel | force, and thought proper not to ſet 

2 : up a vain. and uſeleſs oppoſition to the 
ole 


Part UI. n 


vhen 
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united torrents of corruption and ne- 


ceſſity. 


"Midame de PomPanovn, who, on 
the reformation- ſtile with which his 


: Holineſs had opened his adminiſtration, 
had begun to be a little apprehenſive of 


| his making ſome remonſtrances to the 


” King with reſpect to the Abbot's Car- 


dinalſhip, took care to fend to Rome 
a conſiderable quantity of chat miracu- 


lous metal which breaks the ſtrongeſt 


| barriers, takes towns, gains battles, if 


| and, in ſhort, does every thing in this 
ſublunary world, —Nor was its power 


| lefs conſpicuous here, in ſmoothing in- 


| 1 ſtantly every path to the Cardinalſhip 


bor che perſon ſhe propake ; and the 


£ Marchionef had now the fatisfaCtion to 

have made a Cardinal, and to find that 
ſhe could boaſt the ſame aſcendent in 
che Church as in the Army. 


＋ 


. he iv caſt a new luſtre on \ Ben- 
vis, the brilliancy of which reflected 
almoſt wholly on his Patroneſs,—For 
many weeks they alternately gave pub- 
lie entertainments to celebrate his hap- _ 
py elevation to the Cardinalſhip; z nor 
did the great number of maſquerade- 
balls paſs unremarked, during which 
the ſcandalous chronicle will have it 
that the Marchioneſs and Cardinal made 
ſeveral eclipſes. 


E. | | 
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Any at Court would have been : 
laughed at, Who ſhould have pre- 

tended. to make a doubt chat every 
Private intimacy which can paſs between 
5 lover and his miſtreſs was carried on | 
between theſe two perſons. — Nor | i K-- 
indeed to be ſuppoſed that the Mar- 
| chioneſs, becauſe ſhe no longer lies 

with the King herſelf, is ſolely ſatisfied 


wich acting the part of a Procureſs (Y. 


(p) It is ſaid that ſhe has for a long ti time paſt 


ka on herſelf the charge of providing for 
the King' 5 pleaſares, by chooſing out from a- 
mong the populace young girls of a pretty fi 
Sure, but from whoſe other qualifications ſhe 
can have nothing to be apprehenſive. —sbe 


has them bathed, perſumed, oloathed, and in- 


Madame de PomrarourR, 77 
or is become entirely inſenſible to all 
the Joys of love.—No, ſhe is Fell of 
an age to reli ſh them in the moſt vo- 
loptuous manner; and no man was 
more qualified to adminiſter them to 
| her than the Cardinal. — Beſides, o f 
knows but that this woman, ſo fond as 
ſhe is of ingularity, looking on her 
having barely dignified the brows of a 


F. armer of che revenue, as ſomewhat 
* 


frofted for a month or ſix weeks ; - and when, 

thus prepared, ſhe thinks they are a fit morſel 
for the King, ſhe introduces them inte private 
apartments to be ſerved up to his Majeſty ; and 
when he grows tired of one diſh, ſhe always | 
takes care to have removes ready at the ſame 
time, to keep up and gratify his appetite. 
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too much in the common road, may 
conſider it as a greater reſinement fill. 


of her pleaſures to make a Cuckold of 

a King of France; for the long con- 

nexion which bas ſubliſted between her 

and Lovis XV. may well be eſteemed 
in the light of a matrimonial one, 


What truth however there may be 
in this moſt probable conjecture, I ſhall 


not pretend to ſay :—thus far however 
is indubitably certain, that the Marchi- 
oneſs was every day with his Eminence 

in private, either obliging him to give 7 | 
her an account of all thoſe affairs which ; 
he had under his direction, or elſe em · 


ploying her time with him in more 3. | natic 


5 the One 


believe which be likes beſt, 


heart of man, and how hard to ſatisfy! 


| deed created his fortunes out of no- 


ing his diſguſt by coldneſs and indiffe. 
| rence, but he even engaged himſelf in 
a villainous deſign of ruining her, in 


; order to Set rid of her. 


= He entered, in ſhort, into a combi- 


ſtone unturned to injure her in the opi- 


E 4 
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N greeable occupations, The reader may 
But how full of ingratitude is the 
— The Cardinal now grew tired of this 
very Fer whom he had ſo often 


treated as A Goddeſs, and who had in- 


| thing; nor was he ſatisfied with ſhew- 


nation formed againſt her, and left no 
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8 nion of the King. —His Majeſty, how- 
ever, according to his cuſtom, gave i 
the Marchioneſs a full account of the 
whole ſcheme that had been laid againſt 
her, and named to her all the parties; * 
—on much the greater number of whom 
he took care to be inſtantly revenged. 5 
But th ough ſhe was not leſs enraged 
than aſtoniſhed at the bare perfidy of 
her own creature, yet ſhe did not at 
firſt fly out againſt him ; and it ap- 
pears very plainly by the gentle me- 
thods ſhe made uſe of to reclaim him, 
and to convince him of the black 
injuſtice, that it was againſt her will, 
and with ſincere regret, ſne gave him 


up. 


tio 


NE 
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She inſtantly flew to his houſe, where 


he had the aſſurance even to be denied 
to her, and to give orders that ſhe 
ſhould be refuſed admittance to his 


apartments. The Marchioneſs, how- 


ever, before whom every door at Ver- 
ſulles had been accuſtomed to fly off : 
its hinges as the approached, was nat 0 
to be thus repulſed.— She returned the 
day following, and addreſſed an ex- 


poſtulation to him, with much the air 


of AucusTus coming to an explana- 


tion with-Cix u, in a play of CoR- 


NEILLE? $s. Their converſation, ſuch as. 


Madame de Baschr has repeated it to 


many perſons, was as follows. 


KE 5 


« | Abbot de Brn vis,“ ſaid the Mar- 


| cocks, « in ſpite of your ignorance, 


vo 


Ti 


by 

© 
cc 
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„ worthleſs head; I have Juſt now 


= 


: 84 
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in n ſpite of your incapacity, in ſpite 


even of that contempt which all the 


world had for you, I have raiſed you 
from the little miſcrable inſect that 
; you were, and that by a progreſs 1 in⸗ 
: conceivably quick, to the rank of 
an Ambaſſador and Miniſter ; I have 
Hl 


laviſhed heaps of money on your 


made you a Cardinal, and you, in 


recompence of theſe ſervices, would 
ruin me!“ 


His Eminence, who from this pa- 


thetic ſpeech, had figured to himſelf, 
that Madame de Po was on 
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the very verge of baniſhment, aflumed 
an air of dignity, and with the gra- 
vity of a, real Stateſman anſwered 
« thus, I am not, Madame, igno- 
6 rant nor inſenſible of what I owe. 
« to you, nor ſhall 5 ever loſe the 
« remembrance of your favors; but 
in the execution of the truſt in which 
you have plac'd me, it is my duty 
9 0 prefer the intereſt of my King and 


country to every other conſideration 


66 whatever.“ 


Tis true, this anſwer might have 
been a good one, and would indeed 
have become the mouth of an honeſt | 
and an able Minifter,—Nay, even in de 


BERANIS, it would have been more to- 
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: her thus. 
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kerable, had bis Eminence but had the 
| traſt real knowledge of political af- 

fairs, or could have diſtinguiſhed what 
the real intereſt of the kingdom was: - 
but in a man like him, after having 
failed ſo eſſentially i in point of gratitude : 
| to his benefactreſe, whom a whimſical | 
detſte had ſo prejudiced | in his favour, it 

| would ſurely have been more becoming, 
if, on that ee he had addreſſed | 
oy Madam, I. with the 


8 utmoſt homiley intreat your par- 


«as for my ingratitude ; behold me 


40 


me tence and confuſion at the reflection 
« on it. —The ſervice which you have 


ee done me, never can be forgotten 


« while I live: permit me Madam, 


linking underneath a load of peni- 15 


«c 


60 
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00 then, to place you properly upon 
te that couch, where 1 will give you 


108 beſt proofs in my power, at once 
” of my love and regret "ok 


He might perhaps, by ſuch a ſpeech 


1 as this have pacified the Marchioneſs, 


| who, now, ſenſibly piqued at the diſs 

| covery of the fooliſh choice ſhe had 
E made of fach a perſon to aviſh. gifts 

ö and honors on, gave bim a look at 
once of pity and contempt, and raking | 
| up his ſcarlet hat, and clapping him on 

the ſhoulder at the ſame time, only laid 
to him, FE Ah, poor Ber1s, this lit- 
« the hat has then robbed you of the 
„very little head you had;“ then left 
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him, and in a very few days afterwards 


he was diſgraced, 


It has been imagined, that the Mar- 


chioneſs's intentions in regard to the 


= Abbot Brkxis, were not limited to the 


making him a member of the Sacred 
College, but that ſhe had extended 


them to the deſign of making him Pope 
| immediately after the death of the pre- 
ſent one, and that ſome of the millions 
which ſhe has ſo long been. hoarding, 
were to have been laid out in the Pur- . 
chaſe of ſuffrages. 


8 
8 


Should this be true, Madame de 


5 Pomyapour would not be the firſt wo- bsi 
man who has created her gallant a Vicar- I fr 
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of Carsr, er cauſed her paramour to 
be dubbed his Holineſs And it is pre- 


ſumed, that had the ſame honor been 


paid to Monſieur the Abbot de Bzn- 


vis, he would undoubtedly have made 
aſe of all the prerogatives of the Chair, 
in favor of her who had ſeated 
him in it, and thar, in order to gra- 
tify her utmoſt ambition, he would have 


canonized her, even in her life-time (). 


How great a pity it is that the Ab- 
BH ; bot's badneſs of heart ſhould has NESS 
| nipped in the bud events-which would | 


(2) Some of the Popes have placed in | the ru- 
bric of Saints, perſons who have been as great 


ſigners as Madame dc POMPADOUR. 
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have rendered the hiſtory of our age 


ſo very intereſting, a and afforded ſo fine 
an entertainment. both of amuſement 
and inſtruction to the curioſity of fu- 
e ages. 


Nor mould this project « of the Mar- : 
chioneſs, if ſhe did really give encou- 
ragement to the idea, be looked upon : 
merely as a chimera, —She has done 


things full as extraordinary, and 1 am 5 


well perſuaded, if the had once in 


rneſt ſet about it, ſhe would have 


Dund no difficulty in bringing it to 
bear. —What cannot money and in- 
trigue perform ?—eſpecially at hs 
court of RomEk? and who is more in 


Fo condition to make an advantageous uſe 
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of theſe two inſtruments, than Ma- 


dame de Pourabouk! —sbe and Mon- 


ſeur de Nox TMARTEI (r) have be- 


000 There were tree of theſe MonT- 


MARTELS .—The eldeſt, who is dead, was poſ- 
ſeſſed of very eminent talents for buſineſs, and 
made the fortunes of the other two.— Him 


we are now ſpeaking of is tke eldeſt.— The 


moſt aſtoniſhing abundance and luxury reigns 
throughout all his behaatiog re W benever he 
goes to Bourney, his country ſeat, ſuch a 


number of tradeſmen follow him, that they 


form a kind of fair round his houſe.— The 
King walking one day in his orange. grove met 


Verſailles, his gardener ſaid to him.“ Your | 


0 Majeſty ſhould have ſuch an orange-grove as 


* Monſieur MonTMarTEL has at Bourney.” 
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tween them, money enough. to make 
fix Popes forerfively. 


Whe: en I have faid that Monſieur is 


MoxTMARTEL has been imagined the 
father of Madame de Powyapoun, 1 
have not advancedit without foundation ; 


the great credit he enjoys at Court, and 
the Gingular favors which are heaped on 


bim there, give the greateſt ſtrength of 


een to ſuch a ſuppoſition. | 


He obtained from the King aſt year, 
for his ſon, the preference of him to 


; a place for a million of livres, which 


— 


1 


<< ſo rich as he.” 


« Ah!” replied the king, That might indeed 
do for Monſieur MoxTMaRTEL, but I am not 
8. nc 
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were paid down in 1 ready money. he 
was the poſt of Maitre d Hite! to the 
Queen's houſhold.— An office which 
had hitherto been always filled up by 
perſons of the very firſt diſtinction, and 


which is now held by the grandſon of | 


an inn keeper of Normandy, 


This firange promotion immediately 
gave great diſguſt to all the principal 
Nobility, who determined to remon- | 
ſtrate very warmly with his Majeſty on 
1 the occaſion z but all to no purpoſe ; he 


had been prejudiced againſt them be- | 


forchand by Madame de PomPAaDou R. 


He heard, indeed, their repreſentations, 
but did not vouchſafe to take the leaſt 
| 2 notice of them. 
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A nation whoſe ſtrength and glory | 
: had been ſo long ſupported by its nu- ; 
merous Nodility might reaſonably ex- 
; pect to have ſeen them treated with a 
regard more adequate to their merit. — 
Has not France the greateſt reaſon to 
be apprehenſive, that this Nobility, 
treated thus cavalierly, will ſoon be- 
come leſs zealous for the glory of their | 
country, and that their reſentment for 
_ the indignities they ſuffer will get the | 
better of their attachment to their King : 
Ho-] great muſt be their pangs, while 
ſacrificing fortune, children, life, in 
| the ſervice of the State, to ſee them- 
ſelves leſs regarded, lets valued, than a 
petty miſtreſs; to ſce chat it is 4 Who 
rules and governs all; and that either 
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| Matlatne de PoMPanous, 93 


the united cries of che whole nation : 
reach not their Monarch's ears, or that 


he is ſo inſenſible as not to be at all af- | 


fefted by them ! 


The Prince ot Conti is quite laid 


ande ;—that Prince, the darling of the 


ſoldiery; that perfect maſter of the art 


of war, who probably might have pre- # 


ſerved the reputation of France, and 


faved her from that univerſal mourn- 
ing into Which Roſbach, Crevelt, and 


Minden have put her ſons. 


It was one day hinted to this Prince, 


how great a ſurprize it was to every 


one, that the King gave him no com- 


mand. — „I ſhould have thought,” 


1 
1 
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replied he, © that my known zeal for 


© my country, my rank, my ſervices, 


£6 


But ſince 1 find that they are not 


"0. ſufficient, and that a conduct unwor- 
&« thy both of my character and birth 
ce would be required to bring me into 

« employment, I ſee myſelf obliged, 
” « for my own honor' 8 fake, even in 
« theſe very critical and unfortunate 


66 conjunktures, to remain inactive. 


The Prince of Conti, his iter, r the 


Dutcheſs of Orleans, and the Counts 
de la Marcus and de CnaroLo1s, 
are the only perſons who have not de- 
| baſed the dignity of their rank, by keep- 
ing meaſures with the Marchioneſs; 


might all have ſpoken for me. — 


0 


ti 


Madame de PoMPADOUR, 95 


whilſt ſhe, on her fide, has on all oc- 
caſichs expreſſed towards them the ut- 


moſt haughtineſs and reſentment, —But | 
| the Prince of Conti vexes her the worſt 


. of all, and the moſt openly declares his 
3 bigh contempt of her, —He knows ber- 5 


feclly well how far he can ſhew 1 it to 


her, without affecting the King by it ; 


q and therefore frequently finds and takes 


| opportunities of mortifying her exceſ- 


| bye pride, 


The Marchioneſs in her turn, finds . 
means of avenging herſelf on him, as 
far as ſhe can ſo on a Prince who is 
reſpected and beloved by the whole na- 
tion.— The King, who cannot help 


eſteeming him, and yet at the ſame 
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time would take any ſtep rather than 

4 diſoblige his miſtreſs, durſt not at firſt | oo 
employ this Prince: but he has noy the 
even entirely g given over all thoughts of 
doing ſo; the Narebioneſs having ſo 
far gained | her point, as to make him 

7 fear him, to fill him with apprehenſions | 
from his haughty humor, and to per- 
ſuade him that he was the only one, of | 
all the Princes of the Blood, who ſome 
times durſt to ſtand in oppoſition to his | 
| inclinations, and who had had the bold- 
neſs to approve of, and even to coup: 
tenance, the firm Reps taken by his 
Parliament. 
- That Monſieur SILHOUETTE is ac- 
tually Comptroller-general of the Fi- 


5 Madame de PoMPADODR. 97 
1 nances, is much leſs owing to his own 
N capacity, however equal it may be to 
95 | the employment, than to the ardent de- 


re with which Madame de Poupa- 


DOUR” "barks: to be revenged on the 


to | 

oY Houſe of Contr, 

um | 

ons] 'Monfieur S1LH0UrTTE was s formerly 5 
e WY Chancellor to the Duke of Ocleans, but 
8 


had been diſgraced, becauſe, at the ſo- 


rg W icitation of Monſieur de SouB1zE and 
5 he Marchioneſs, be had prevailed on . 
ls maſter, over whoſe mind he had the 
* moſt abſolute power, to take ſome 
220 meaſures, of which be afterwards re- 
pented, with reſpect to the match of 
5 ne young Prince of Conde with Ma- 


Fi- demoiſelle de Sovpizr. 
Pr i. F 
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* 


* he | Chancellor thus diſcharged, laid | 


| before the Marchioneſs his projects in 
8 regard to the Finances, (for to her it 18 


always neceſſary to make the 1 ap 


plication, in order to ſucceſs in any 


affair whatſoever) and ſhe was extreme 


ly delighted with them; and not the 
leſs ſo, as ſeveral perſons, to whom 
: ſhe had a diſlike, muſt ſuffer by them, 
moſt eſpecially the Houſe of Coxr1, 


WhO had very conſiderable intereſts 1 


: depending on the poſts, and | ſeveral o- 
ther particulars in the revenue, into 
which he Propoſed to introduce a re- 


formation. 


 Monfieur de Bor Toe, that was 


Lach Comptroller general, a man who 


* 


0 


| of his extenſive fy ſtem. - 


was extremely rich, very fond of his 
5 eaſe, and moreover, not at all agree - 
: able to the Marchioneſs, was inſtantly 
3 removed, and Monſieur S1LHoverTE 
| being nominated immediately in his 
N room, began without delay to put his 
plan in execution. The public in gene- 
| | ral ſeemed very well pleaſed with! it, but 
s it was highly detrimental to a great 
| number of perſons of diſtinction, they 
| cried out loudly againſt the new Comp- 
toller; z yet he, protected by the all- 
| powerful hand of Madame de Poea- 
| - Dov, laughs at all their clamors, and 


ſucceſſively unfolds all the ſeveral parts 


Madame de Ponraport; gg 
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Monſicur de SILHOUETTE is a man 7 
of very good intentions, and is Au- 
5 thor of ſeveral works which are in ſome 

| eſtimation with the public, — Whilſt, 
poſſeſſed of forty or fifty thouſand l- : 


5 vres per annum, he may very well 
Pique himſelf on a philoſophical 


turn of mind, and appear, nay, and 


perhaps even be in reality, difinter- 15 


eſted. 


When he was firſt eſtabliſhed in the 
_ poſt of Comptroller, he expreſſed him + 
ſelf in ſomewhat like theſs terms: [ 
may,“ ſaid he, © perhaps, keep this 
place theſe twenty years; perhaps ! 


may throw it up in a month.—l 


will accept of no ſalary: my eſtate 


ſan 


Ne 


| « is enough for me; and the intereſt 
of the public is the ſole point 1 


66 ſhall keep | in view. 


It 18 not however very probable that 


he wil remain in this poſt for twenty years, 
though he ought certainly to be conti- 
nued i in it; ſince all his operations tend 
only to the relief and ſatisfaCtion of che 
nation, and he has the the good fortune 
to pleaſe Madame de Pome apour :— | 
from which en we may derive 


1 this maxim, that private animoſities 


may ſometimes produce a Public emolu- 
ment. 


The Marchioneſs, however, at the 


ſame time that ſhe ſatisfied her own par- 


: Madame de Poτ 101 
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ticular pique againſt the Houſe . 


ConTr, had alſo the additional plea- : 

ſure of gratifying that of Monſieur de 

Sou gizzE, whom the Dutcheſs of Or- 
5 leans had made the ſubject of a great 

number of ſpirited epigrams, and whom i 

the Prince of Conti had every where ri- 
a4dtcculed with regard to his military ac- | 


5 


5 ee 


Ar the time that the news came to Pa- 


ris of the defeat at Rosbach, a report 
prevailed that the Prince of Soubize had 
fignalized himſelf very greatly in the 
action; z that he bad two horſes killed 


under him, and a page who was cloſe 


by him | in the affair had been taken off 
by a cannon- ball. The truth of the fact 


| Madame de POMPADOUR, 103 


however appears to have been, that 
Monſieur SouB1zE having loſt the little 5 
underſtanding he had, and running 
about, he knew not whither, like one 
'diſtradted, the two horſes expired un- 


derneath him with mere fatigue. — 1 


When the Dutcheſs of Orleans came 
| | to be acquainted with the reality of this 


circumſtance, as well as of ſome others, 
the thus extolled the glory of the 
Prince : — © We are aſſured,“ ſaid ſhe, 


« that his Mahan 00 that 47 per. 
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6% The title of Highneſs was the occaſion of 


* A great number of pleaſantries againſt Monſieur 


de Sous1ze,—When he firſt obtained it, and 


vent to pay his viſits to ſeveral perſons of Qua- 


Jy of. his acquaintance, they every one of them 
PE. F 4 
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ticular Pique againſt the Houle of 


Con, had alſo the additional plea- 
ſure of gratifying that of Monſieur de 
Sovn1ze, whom the Dutcheſs of Or- 

leans had made the ſubject of a great 

number of ſpirited epigrams, and whom ; 


the Prince of Conti had every where ri· | 
| diculed with regard to his ay" ac- 5 


compliſhments, 


At the time that the news came to Pa- : 
ris of the defeat at Rosbach, a report 


prevailed that the Prince of Soubize had 


4 ſignalized himſelf very greatly in the 
action; that he had two horſes killed 
under him, and a page who was cloſe 
by him! in the affair had been taken off 

5 by a cannon-ball, The truth of the fact 


| Madame de Pour AbouR. 103 


Aer appears to have been, that 
Monſieur SouBIZE having loſt the little 
underſtanding he had, and running 
about, he knew not whither, like one 
diſtracted, the two horſes expired un- 
derneath him with mere fatigue. — 
When the Dutcheſs of Orleans came 
to be acquainted with the reality of this 
circumſtance, ; as well as of ſome others, 
| the thus extolled the glory of the 
1 Prince : : © We are aſſured,” ſaid ſhe, | 
& that his *. ( ) that Gay 1 Per: | 
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60 The title of Highneſs was the occaſion of 


a great number of pleaſantries againſt Monfieur : 
de SouB IZE. When he firſt obtained it, and 


: went to pay his viſits to ſeveral perſons of Qua- 
lity of his acquaintance, they every one of them 
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& formed miracles, beyond. even what 
, 4 could be believed of human nature; 
* and that ſeeing his people take to 
ce flight, he was deſirous, like a ſceond Y , 1 
28 OnLawDo, to defeat the whole , Z 
“ Pruſſian army with his own ſingle 
_ perſon :—he had two horſes killed 
« under him, and one of his pages 

15 ſtruck dead with the wind of a can- 5 } 
* non- ball, at but four hundred paces 
" from his own. | perſon 2 * it 1s un- 
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denied themſelves to him: on which he went to = KY 
the King, to entreat him to take back the E 

Title he had honored him with, for that f 94 | 

none of his friends would now fee him. — 

The Title however is now become cuſtomary | g 8 
to him, and moſt of thoſe who were at firſt ſo 

diſguſted at it, tow beſtow it on him without 
any . 


« doubtedly for this reaſon that the 
| „ Marchioneſs, trembling for the dan 
gers he has paſſed through, has re- 
„called him to herſelf, in order that 


«6 ms valor may not a ſecond time ex- 


«6 poſe _ to run ſuch. dreadful | 
e risks: „ ſurely,” added ſhe, «the | 


- . 
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1 ce known it was. his Highneſs's ſelf 


«in perſon. who commanded | our 


© © troops; for if he had, he muſt have 


6 certainly paid more reſpect to a 


protection of Madame de Por 
bor.“ 


Such hints as theſe, thrown © out thus 


| publicly againſt g woman 0 eee 


MoS. 
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King of Pruſſia never could hare 


Prince, honored with the favor and 
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of reſentment as Madame de Powea- 


| DOUR, and againſt a perſon whoſe i in- 


tereſt ſhe has ever had ſo much at 
heart, cannot but give her the moſt vi- 
olent vexation.— This it is which ſe- | 
cretly imbitters and caſts a cloud over 


that brilliant happineſs of which ſhe 
| appears to be poſſelſed. —The eyes of 


- the commonalty, indeed, are dazzled 


by it; but there is not perbaps a fingle 
1 5 individual amongſt the numbers of thoſe 
who envy her, who is not, in his own 


reſpective ſicuation, a thouſand times 
more happy than ſhe can be in hers.— 


Accuſtomed, as ſhe has been, to ſee 


every thing bend to her will, and yield | 


to her deſires, the ſmalleſt oppoſition 
the can meet with, the ſlighteſt obſta- 


35 


Madame & PoMPAnovR. 10 


de hich preſents itſelf to thwart that 


ſucceſſes can give her. 


"Mourne has honeſtly | confeſſed, 


Madame de Pour Abo. — And thoſe, 


indeed, who know the human heart, - 
and at the ſame time, are duly ſenfi- 


ble of what the public good demands, 
whilſt they deplore the miſchiefs the f 


oceaſions, are at the ſame time very 


| vil, or check thoſe deſires, poiſons all 
the pleaſure which the moſt deſired 5 


that the moſt trivial, the moſt: paltry . 
criticiſm made upon his works, had al- 
ways given him more real pain, than 
the greateſt, moſt ſincere, and juſteſt : 
approbation, had ever yielded ſatisfacti- 0 


on. Thus muſt it alſo be nearly with 


47 
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far from enrying the mere ideal hap- 
pineſs, of her condition. For ſhe has 
ſenſe and penetration, and what face 
ſoever ſhe may ſet forwards to the 
world, ſhe cannot hide from herſelf, 
that ſhe is the univerſal object of the 
- nation? * curſes — a reflection, which 
of itſelf alone muſt make her miſera- 
ble, and cauſe her, in her hours of ſo- 
ber thoughts, to pay extremely dear for 
5 thoſe light tranſitory ſatisfactions Which 


ſhe ſometimes takes on thoſe who hate, | 
deſpiſe, or revile her, 


But to 4a the render from the 
fatigue of theſe tedious refle&tions, we 
ſhall now endeavour to diſpel the 
gloom they may have caſt on bim, 


Madame de PoMPADeUR, 10 
by the relation of an adventure which 


we hope will for a moment amuſe 


him. 


One day laſt year, as Madame de 
Pour ADO was croſſing the marble 


court N the palace of Verſailles on W 


foot and alone, ſhe happened to make 


a falſe ſtep, and fell backwards; when 
by the diſcompoſure of her cloaths, ſhe ; 


made a full diſplay of a fine modern 
edition, of that which had in days of 5 


pore, laid Troy in aſhes, and a proper 


application to which had not long ſince 
: made a Cardinal of the Abbot de Brk- 


NIS. A common Soldier of the guards, 


ran inflantly to her aſſiſtance, and as 


| ſhe was a little ſtunned by the acci- 
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bad recollected herſelf ſufficiently 
to repair the diſorder of dreſs into | 
which it had thrown her. The ſol- 
| dier behaved very decently, and ſhading 
with his hand, the favorite ſpot of his 
Majeſty's dominions, helped her up. 
— But far from being puniſhed, for I 
5 baving ſo nearly appoached to this 1 
Sanctum Sanctorum, ſhe that very day 
. ſent him a purſe Full of Lewidores, and 
in a very few weeks after, procured 
him the Croſs of Saint Louis. Nor 5 
Was the other ſoldier, who ſome few 
years ago preſerved | the Dauphin's 
Lo : life, more awply recompenſed than this 
wan was for having ſeen the Marchio: : 


: neſs' S King Trap. Oy 


Madame de POMPADOUR; 11 
This ſtory was preſently related toa 
Gaſoon officer, who had been about 
thee months at Verſailles, ſoliciting in 
vain for ſome promotion: he had 
fold the little remnant of his fortune 
A 0 in-ble him to make this j Journey, and 5 
was now dining on his laſt half crown 
=z ar the ordinary, calbd the Blue- Dial. 
z — Now par la Janbleu, cried he, 1 
4 have ſerved ten years in the army; | 
4.1 have ruined myſelf and family in 
. the King s ſervice; I have received 


06. « fifteen wounds, and in my life time 
. have performed ſome. gallant afti- 1 


6 ons; but have been able to get no- 


« thing for them all. —And now do but 


6 ſee the perverſeneſs of the fate which 


& perſeeutes me 3=l have been a long 


of 


250; -* The HisToRY of 


time at Verſailles, and have croſſed 


this marble court twenty times a i © 


8 day z yet nothing was wanting to 


make my fortune, but once in my n 
life to get a ſight of Madame de b 
OM Porapous? 8 Ante-ſecula, and that | h 
opportunity 1 have miſſed :” This WU _ 
| complaint, pronounced with great vi- 
vacity, and in the true Provincial ac. 4 
1 cent, could not but occaſion a violent 15 . - 


fit of laughter in the whole company, 
who were at table. But as the former 
part of his ſpeech carried but too much 
truth along with it, their firſt emotion 
was very ſoon changed to that of a {in- 


cere compaſſion, 


— 
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Many couplets were compoſed o on oc- 


caſion of this droll adventure: —ſome 
of them ſatirical, and ſome in compli- 
ments of thoſe ſecret. charms which 
bad been thus diſcovered by the 40 


happy centinel (tr), Theſe hidden 


0 Monſieur de vo LTAIRE in his Pucelle, 


takes notice of Madame de Pomyanou's legs 


in ſpeaking of thoſe of the lovely Door HEAs 


who being at Church, and ſtooping down to 


pray, the inſolent Juan Cranvos, who was 


behind her, 1 his hand up | her under pet · 


3 ticoat: 


Et decouvrit deux Jambes que Amour 


Refit depuis your porter PouraDeue, 


— legs che fair diſplay d 
Which Curr lince for Powranoun, new-made. 
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0 time at Verſailles, and have crofſed 


e day; yet nothing was wanting 1 


* make my fortune, but once in my 


4 life to get a ſight of Madame de 8 
C0 PoMPaDouR? 8 Aube ſæcula, and that 


« opportunity I have miſſed: eo, This 
complaint, pronounced with great * 


vacity, and in the true provincial ac: 


cent, could not but occaſion a violent | 


fit of laughter in the whole company, 


who were at table, —But as the former 


Part of his ſpeech carried but too much 


truth along with it, their firſt emotion 


| was very ſoon changed to chat of a ſin- 


cere compaſſion. 


— 


this marble court twenty times . 
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Madame de PoMPADOUR. 112 


Many couplets were compoſed on oc- 


caſion of this droll adventure :—ſome 


of them ſatirical, and ſome in compli- 
ments of thoſe ſecret charms which 
bad been thus diſcovered by the too 


happy centinel (2). Theſe hidden 


(v) Monſieur de Vo LTAIRE in his Pucelle, 


takes notice of Madame de Pomyanous's legs 
ia ſpeaking of thoſe of the lovely DoROT HEA, 
who being at Church, and ſtooping down to | 


pray, the inſolent Jean CHAN Dos, who was 
behind her, ſlipped his hand up her under pet- 


| ticoat : 7 


Et decouvrit Jeux Jambes que Amour 


© Rehit depuis pour porter pour abus. 


— Two legs the fair diſplay' 1 
Which Cu rp ſince for Pour a bounx, new- made. 
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1 5 beauties which Monſieur D- Esriol ls 0 
had ſeen in all their firſt perfection, 
undoubtedly were the chief motives 


which made him ſo long continue in- 
| conſolable for. their loſs. — He wan- ; 
5 dered about, for upwards of three 
pears, in che environs of Verſailles, 
like ſome forlorn and diſcontented ſpi- 
„ fighing and murmuring for the 
want of his mate, as if ſne had had i in. 
deed the Turtle's faith and chaſtity. — 
5 At length, however, time, againſt the 
ſalutary workings of which no diſtreſs I 
„ proof, comforted poor D'Es x ior- 5 
IxSs.— But as he was convinced, that 
no one woman could be found fit to 
ſupply the place of ſuch a kind and 
| conſtant Wife, he wiſcly fixed. on 2 


Madame de PoMPADOUR; 11 = 


Þ number: which, in proceſs of time, 


| he has reduced to two, with whom he 
= may moſt commonly be ſeen fitting at 
| the Play or Opera. — How much to be 
preferred | 1s ſuch a ſituation before ſelf- 
5 baniſnement into monaſtic ground, or 
ä kiſſing holy ps in Avignon! 9 


1 In mort, when it is a | Monarchs : 
z gracious pleaſure to dignify a ſubjedt 


with Acræow' 8 creſt, his wiſeſt way is 


ſurely not to uſe his antlers i in defiance, : 
bor turn at Bay upon the Royal-Hunter 5 
but to ſit down with philiſophical pa- 


tience, and in good part receive the 


poſts and revenues. which his new title 
ever brings with i it But for this for- 
tunate event, would Monſieur boy Es- 


116 The HisTony of 


' TIOLLES be now in the poſſeſſion of 
two hundred thouſand livres annual in- 
come ?—would Monſieur de Pors- 
sow, his brother in law, have had a 
5 Marquiſate and a Blue-Ribbon, or 


Madame de Bascut, his fiſter, have 
ſeen her huſband ſent Ambaſſador to 


Portugal —a man ſo ignorant, even of 


common forms, that he was abſolutely 
; foreed to be tutored like a ſchool- boy 


for three months together, as to the 
ceremonials he muſt uſe when he re- 
ceived his audience, and even after all 
occaſioned infinite confuſion in affairs, 
by doing every thing he undertook 
Juſt the contrary of what it ſhould haye . 


been done. 


1 
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＋ his very man n however, is now ac- 
tally ſtudying politics under the direc- 


tions of his ſiſter | in law che Marchio- 


neſs. And there is no doubt but that 


France, on the very firſt opportunity, 


will have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him 5 
I Placed at the head of her affairs ; 1 and 


when that happy day ſhall come, he 
doubtleſs, will unfold to the admiring 


| world, the wondrous ſyſtem of deſigns ; 
: Jaid down | in the grand Council, now 
compoſed | of Monſieur de SouB1Zg, 
| the Marchioneſs de Pour abous, 
| Monſieur and Madame de Bas chr, 5 
| and Monſieur BTARVIR, the ſublime 
i projector of the never-enough-to-be- 
| celebrated flat · bottomed boats. 
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No one has yet been able t to divine 
what motives could have tempted Ma- 
dame de Pour Aobun, to fix her choice 
on the laſt mentioned perſon, and it 
was matter of univerſat admiration at 
Paris, to ſee this little Lieutenant de 
Police, whoſe utmoſt limits of autho- 
rity for many years had reached no 
further than that of ſending ſome poor 
girls to Bridewell, take a large ſtride 
at once from that little poſt, to the im- 


portant employment of a Superintendant 
of the Marine. 


That a man ſupported by the pow- 
OY intereſts Monſieur de Berxves ÞÞ 
| had in his favor, ſhould find partizans, | . 

who made it their buſineſs to publiſh to 


moſt extraordinary and extenſive abi- 


| even in the conduct of naval arma- 


ments, can ſcarcely be wondered 1 


= But what muſt undoubtedly appear 


- matter of juſt aſtoniſhment, is, that an 


nation ſhould have form'd to them- 


| Sees the extravagant idea that this un- 
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"the world, that he was maſter of the 


ties in navigation, commerce, and | 


J - » almoſt univerſal credit mould be given : 
| to theſe reports, and that the French 


known upſtart would render himſelf as 
| formidable to the Engliſh, as Ax chi- 


MEDES was heretofore to the Romans. 


| They great effors, however, of this 
© new projector, at length ſhrunk all at 
to once into the pigmy fancy of the fat. 
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| bottomed boats.—An invention, from 
which, however worthy of its Parent, 
no other advantage has. been reaped, 
but the expence of an immenſe ſum, 
and having procured to its author, the 
title or nick name of Flat-bottom Brz- 


RYER. 


The fate of Monſicur de la CLuz's 
ſquadron, ſent out under this Gentle- 
mans auſpices, has not greatly im- 
proved the ſentiments of the people in 
his favor: Leſs yet can it be imagined; 
that he will receive an increaſe of luſtre 


from the figure the maritime forces of 
France have lately made, when on the 
coaſt of Britany, where their capital 


ſhips were driven into crecks and rivu- 


17 


i= ſcarce fit to receive bum- boats 2 


. ae 1 ſee the poor Bennven, 


. * 2 e . © A — 
—— 3 N * * = 


's 

fan him If. 
le- , 
a | However that may be, Monſieur de 
15 Prvrs, about two years ago, pub- 
ech ik ed at his own expence a new edition 
{tre 

oy be the Viſions of Quevepo.—The. 
0 


BE of wit, have, on a late occaſion, 


wen it out, that a ſecond impreſſion of 


Fair l. 8 
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hen in mort all the ſhips of ſuch a royal 
| fleet were, lit erally ſpeaking, fluttered 
- ke ſo many ſurprized chickens under 


0 the ſwoop of a hawk. 80 that we 


e have ſcen the land. commanders, 


TL and his poſt ſupplied by 


tome other of not a bit more merit 


: ſaid work is juſt on. the point of 


- K N * : 
Er . : 


— Fw 2 4 — 4 
——zzcqcq 


cu give place to any of Qoxvxpo 8 


122 The Hisrony of 


publication, which will be rendered 
Kill more curious and entertaining, by 
b the addition of the recent Viſion of the 
fat- bottomed boats, a Dream; which, | 


for its ridiculouſneſs, will certainly not 


After our haviog 4 ſo many Gene. 


7 rals and Miniſters made and unmade, ac 
5 ſet up and taken down again, by Ma vs 


dame de PoMPADOUR, there ſeems but | 
Fr one thing wanting to make the hiſtory | 
of her life compleatly intereſting, andy ; 
at the ſame time render it entirely fin- | 
gular | in its kind —That i is, for her to * 1 Jun 
gird on the ſword herſelf, and in he | 
own perſon, | like another Maid of 0: : | 
leans, take the field on a | ſcheme of re 


France. — She wants neither ambi- 


our heroine In ſhort, as ſhe ſeems to 


. extraordinary ſcene brought on the 
not oppoſe 1 the attempt, if ſhe was po- 
rrary, would probably accompany her 


: fcalneſs of ſuch an expedition, —Whe- 


"0 2 


Madame de PoMPADour. 12 3 
foring the reputation of the arms i of 
5 tion, underſtanding, nor courage, equal 7 
to the performance of this part 3 er 


am apt to think that that ſame famous 


Joan, was ſcarcely more a virgin than 
aſpire, like another Ricuzrirv, to the 
acquiſition of every kind of glory, the 
1 world need not deſpair of ſeeing this 
E ſtage 1 in our times. —The King would : 
KF tively bent upon it 3 but, on the con- 


Ja it, to give a ſanction to the whim- I 


x ker or not the King of Pruſtia and 


D 
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Prince Ferdinand, would retire before N 1 
her, as Cihounnzs King of: Sparta, is 5 
ſaid to have done, at the ſight of Tr. 


difficult to ſay —but it appears moſ 
likely they would not, as they have, in 


5 abat time took no notice of it; 


LESILLA, | from a fear of being di Wy, 


graced by fighting with a woman, it is  m 


the progreſs of the war, engaged al. 2 
ready with ſeveral Generals, who were tt 
- Not much better than old women, 

It 18 very certain, that the Dauphin, nat 
not long fince, broached | a piece of ne 
raillery to this purpoſe in preſence t 

feveral Courtiers, ſome of whom were acc 
weak enough to mention it again. = on ( 
It ſoon reached the King s ears, who at ©Þ! 


but 


4 


þ Madame de PoMeADouR. 12 * 
M adame de Pour Apo, having after- 


terwards repreſented to him the inde- 


cency, and even danger of ſuch con- 
verſations, his Majeſty ſeverely repri- 


manded o_ * that * 


That Prince? 3 enmity to the Mar- 
chioneſs, | was much ſtrengihened by 


the following anecdote. 


The former Davphineſs, who was 
b naturally of a very haughty diſp oſition, 
. aud carricd herlelf with a ſpirit that 
b rather inſpired relpect chan love, Was 
? xccordingly little acreeable to the herd 
vi Courtiers. She conceived and openly 
3 expreſſed the moſt ſovereign contempt 
. for Madame de Poupabouz, and 
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whilſt the kved, inſtilled | into the Dan- 


phin the ſame ſentiments, and the ſame 
diſlike, When ſhe died, ſhe was no: 
at all lamented, either by the Court in 
general, or even by thoſe who had 
poſſ. Md places i in her Houthold ; for 
Indeed, ſhe had molt . religiouſly ob- 


ſerved the advice which the Queen her 


mother had given her on her leaving 
Madrid (%, and had made it the con. *. 
ſtant rule of her conduct. hit 

At her Jah ſome of 72 Courtiers 


were ironically advancing how neceſſary . 


— 


I : 

"T8 . 

"Lined h * 

3 k la F: 
— 4 


nate 
band, pay a proper duty to the Queen, and = 


| (?) . Vou are, ſaid the Queen, “ going to 
„ France; reſpect the King, love your hul- 


« make every one elſe fear you” 
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© was, a hiſtory of the Danphinefs 8 
life mo uld be Collected by fome able 


author, — That will neither” be a | 


5 long, nor a laborious taſk,” replied 


one; © I will give it you in three 


Words, thus : ſhe came to France, was ' 
3 © kiſſed, and di ed, mo 


How i FREY the taſte for 
compendiouſneſs may be in this age, it 
would ſurely be difficult to abridge this 
| tiſtory, nor would perhaps the conciſeſt 
= writer find himſelf able to compile the 
E ſtory of .her life in fewer words. 
The Dauphin, however, to whom 
this piece of raillery was preſently re- 


I lated, was extremely enraged : at . 


"64 
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| and bavine been alſo informed that Ma- 


dame de PomPapour had exptel. 
ſed her ap probation, by a violent 


burſt of laughter at the repetition. of 


Its. this added to his other reaſons of 
reſentment againſt her, fo inflamma- 
tory an one, that he has not to this 


hour forgiven her.—It is not indeed 1 


improbable, that the Jeſuits, who are 
now at Court, and who have no very 


85 great fondneſs for the interpoſition ot 
females in the management of affairs, 


have with a ſecret ſatisfaction obſerved, 


and by underhand means, fed as much 


as poſſible the flame of this averſion in 
the Davphin And to ſay truth, were 
2 they never to be guilty of worſe acti- 


Ons, they would not be ſo odious as 
they are. 
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5 engineers more numerous at the Court 
of France than now, for the King s Con- 
feſſor, the Queen? 8 Confeſſor, and the 
| Davphineſy's $ Confeſſor are All Jeſuits, 


* ® The latter of theſe reverend perſo- 
= | nages is called Father le Crovsr, a fat 
: : German, who, | when he frſt came to 
4 Court, appeared as great a novelty, as 
f wonderful a curioſity, and as ignorant 
„5 5 of every thing about him, as one of 
te ſavages of America; beſides which, 


: his figure reſembles very nearly that 
one would imagine of a bear, juſt 
| catched in the Black. foreſt ; which 
male” the Marchioneſs, on ſeeing him 


one WM my with the Dauphineſs, 


© 


Never was this eccleſiaſtical train of: 
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who rer herſelf greatly with his ap- 
| pearance and converſation, to cry out 


laughing, „ See there the Dauphineſs 


0 and her Bruin.“ The two follow- 


ing znecdotes, which we ſhall give the 


reader, as to this Churchman, will enable 


him to form a tolerable juſt idea of | 


| his general character, and will perhaps 


not appear unentertaining 


' The King happening to meet him 
immediately after the Dauphineſs' s fiſt 
lying-i in, « Well, Father le CrovsrT,” 


ſaid his Majeſty, « the Dauphineſ has 


0 made us a preſent of a Princeſs. 2 
8 Very true, Sir”, replied he, * jt is Only 
a git}: but indeed we did every thing 
64 that was requiſite to have a boy.“ 


0 


© 


— 
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Another time, his Majeſty having 


preſented him SY hand to kiſs, the 
good Jeſuit took hold of it, ſqueezed 


it very hard, and ſhook it, as if it 


nad been that of ſome ſturdy German 
b carter. As ſoon as he had regaled the 


King with this piece of courteſy, which 


afforded high. diverſion to him and his. 


Courtiers, the Duke de Richelieu going | 


| vpto the Reverend Father, ſaid to him: 


5 Father, the next time his Majeſty 
« gives you his hand, only be ſo good. 


1 break his fingers, nor pluck 


1 85 his arm off.“ * 


4 Newt. W hilſt 1 chink of 3 it, let 


me place here an anecdote current lor a 


while about the Court; of which how- 
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ever I ſhould be loth to warrant the 


| truth, t he invention however is not a 


bad one. A certain Duke, famous for re- 


partee, the ſcourge of the Marchionefs, : 


and formerly the terror of every huſband, 


| has not himſelf been able to avoid be. 
coming the monſter he has made to | 
many others, —His Dutcheſs, althoug⸗ | 


'of a very illuſtrious houſe, had choſe 


to amuſe herſelf with a private Gentle- 


man. His Valet de Chambre having ; 


informed him of bis Lady's gallan- 


| tries, he pr udently affected not to be- 
lieve it, and told the Valet he muſt be 
miſtaken. — The man, however, cer- 


tain of the fact, ſtaid till next day, 


when he aſſured the Duke that Mos: 


4 a 


v; 


Ca 
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feur de ** Was actually at that time 
in the Dutcheſs $ chamber. —The Duke 


went up with a pair of piſtols in his : 


hand, and han he came into the room, 


. perceived that it was one of his own 


acquaintance,” who had been thus in- 
rol ing his name in the innumerab le liſt. 
— When inſtantly, preſenting. his Pi. 
"_ 6 Faith, Sir,” 5 ſaid he, * when 
you have a mind to lie with my 
| wite, and in my own houſe too, it 
ould at leaſt be proper that the 
Whole family ſhould not be acquaint- : 
{+ cd with it, and that you ſhould ma- 
nage matters ſome what more pri- 


vately: for which reaſon, Sir, you 


* muſt cither leap out at the window, 


or I muſt blow your brains out.“ 
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As the apartment was not very high 5 
the gallant made no heſitation, but 


followed his advice, and took the leap, 


—The Duke went down, and calling 


for his Valet de Chambre, gave him . 

| ſevere reprimand ; telling him, hehad be- 
ſore believed what be; was now convinced 
of, that he hid been miſtaken ; for that, l 


in ſpite | of all his pretences, he had 
found nobody with the Dutcheſs.— The 


poor fellow ſwore that any miſtake waz 


impoſſible, as his own eyes had been 
witneſs to the Gentleman' s going in; 
and! in order to prove his aſſertion, ſtood 
Centinel with the utmoſt aſiduity till 
the next morning: — but in vain. 1. 
Was watching the fown bird. 
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| Nothing could have given Madame 
de Pouraboun a more high de - 


light than the knowledge of an adven- 
ture ſo full of ridicule, more eſpecially as 


her principal foe was ſo conſpicuouſly 


2 t rendered the Hero of the Farce—Nor 

= could ſhe help, by a certain air of ſatiſ- 
f faction, and alſo by the letting drop 
. ſome few expreſſions, which, when ſo 
J 1 fully underſtood, could need no expla- 


| nation, convincing the Duke Ot m—— 
1 that ſhe was no ſtranger to the full ex- 
tent of his misfortune, —A man of his 


abilities, however piqued, could not 


be at a moment' 8 loſs for a reply : — 
5 Ab, Madam,“ ſaid he, this is a 


= « 8 which all mankind are ſubject to 


1 
| 
1 
0 
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* alike, from the Exciſeman 10 the 
« Monarch, By this keen repartee 


not only. hinting her having cuckold. 


ed the famous Farmer- general, Mon. 
ſieur d' Es rrorrks, but alſo convincing 
: her that the world was far from being | 
5 ſatisfied that, in one nice article, ſhe = 
had not even ſpared the Grand Mo- F 
narque himſelf, in her intercourſe with 
Monſicur L' Abbot de Benx1s, The ; 
firſt part of the ſtory has however been | 
told long ago, with little variation, of 
another Duke; but in a debauched | 
Court, theſe repetitions will unavoida- 
bly happen; ſo that the ſimilarity | is no 
argument of falſity, 


Madame de P OMPADOUR, 137 


Madame ds Pong Aboun, however, 


affected to take no notice of this re- 
ply, and for fear of dr rawing on herſelf 
ſomewhat ſt11; more ſevere, , artſy] ly found 


means to change the converſation.— 


Nor did me even make the leaſt men- 


tion of it to the King, as ſhe had 


found, from frequent experience, how 


very flight an impreſſion. any com- 


plaints ſhe preſented | to him againſt 
that Duke, had ever made upon his 


Majeſty ; ; the Duke 8 addreſs havipg al- 


Ways been ſulficient, whenever matters 


came to an explanation, to caſt ſuch a 
color on every tranſaction, as would en- 


tire] y free him from any Kind of cenſure, 


i- - 4 5 1 l > 
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There i is no doubt but the Marchi- 
: oneſs would be extremely glad to 
keep him at his government, whither 
he is at preſent retired; yet, whenever | 
he begins to be really tired of his ruſti- 
cation, he will caſily find ways and 


means to pave the way for his return 
to Court. . 5 


But to proceed : 'T ſhall not, 1 bis 
run ary riſk of blame, if I here inſert 
ſome little unconnected facts which re- 

late to the Marchioneſs ns large and 

important hiſtory, indeed, they might 
19 appear too little intereſting, and the 
mention of them might have ſomewhat 
the air of a botch, or expletive patch. 
| work, —But in ſcattered Memoirs, like 
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theſe, every the moſt trifling circum- 


ſtance, wherein the Heroine, who forms 
the principal figute in the piece, has the, 
leaſt concern, cannot ſurely be looked 


on as impertinent or diſagreeable,— 


: With what ſingular ſatisfaction mould 
we, at this day, read a thouſand little 5 


ant cdotes in regard to thoſe celebrated 
beauties of antiquity, ſo highly diſtin- 


guilhed heretofore by their ſuperior 
rank, who flood in the ſame claſs in- 
Ceed with Madame de PoMpADOUR, 


but none of whom have ever ſhone 


with ſuch reſplendent luſtre —It is not 


to be doubted but there were writers 


| who had compiled their hiſtories, for 


the information of curious poſterity. 


But alas ! the all-devouring teeth of 
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Time, and the enthuſiaſtic rage ob. 


Monks and Barbarians, which have de- 


prived us of ſo many works of Sar. WW 


LUST, | CICERO, and Livy, nave allo 
robbed us of thoſe precious anecdotes 
whoſe loſs is now ſo feelingly deplored 
by thoſe whoſe time hangs heavy on their 
hands, and want perpetual dimpation 
to caſe them of the burthen.—For the 
; advantage then of future ages, and to 
relieve perions of ſuch a ftamp here- 


after from their lo rational regrets, | 


take upon me to inform them, of the 


followin 8 5 fads 


La Po MPADOUR rarely goes to Pa- 
ris unless incognita, when moſt of the 


lower rank ſhew great curioſity to ob. 


2 
| 


LE 
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tain a ght of her; but it is a curio- 


ſity of the ſame kind with that we feel 


for ſeeing a Crocodile or Rattle- ſnake, 


a Wolf or Tyger, or ſome fatal Comer, 
whoſe appearance we look on as the 


ſa re prognoſtic of devaſtation. or other 


: calamities, 


She dares not to be ſeen * any of 


the places of public diverſion, —The 
5 Theses are the only places where the 


unfortunate Pariſians ill form a kind 


of body, and ſeem to have preſerved 
ſome ſmall remains of liberty. As al- 


10ſt every one of them carries a piece 


of ſteel by his ſide, it is probable, in 


ſpite of the Guards, who generally are 


very paſſive in ſuch commotions, that 
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| when the tumult of their paſſion ſhould | 


be riſen to its height, they would make 


no ſcruple. to load her with the ſeve- | 
reit and moſt violent unprecations ; nor 
would ſuffer the performances to 20 : 


| ont til ſhe had left the place. 


She has: too much ſenſe, however, 
to expoſe herſelf to the hazard of an 
affront of this ſhocking kind. — The 
| places ſhe bone with her preſence are , 


for the moſt part the Churches and 


Academies; and ſometimes ſhe viſits 


any new works that are carrying on. 


Yet even here ſhe never appears but 
ſurrounded with numbers of her own 


; ; creatures, and at leaſt fifty of the Body- 


guard, the moſt of them in diſguiſe, 
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4 who might deferid her in caſe of any 


inſule offered her. £3] 


The Marquis her brother is ever | 


her companion in theſe viſitations.— 


And whilſt the whole ſociety of Con- 


. noiſſeurs appear enraptured at the beau- 


| ties of a picture, a ſtatue, or ſome new 


deſign in Architecture, he looks on it 
with an air of cold indifference, having 


{ſomewhere heard that admiration is the 


' fign of a little mind, —Tf any one takes 
the liberty of aſking his opinion of a 


piece, he muſes for a while, as if he 


| was weighing fully its beauties and de- 
| - fets 3 when, after all, and that the 
anders. by might well expect a learned 


a Nertation, he cither anſwers, nothing „ 


u Triton 4 


or, with a head fignificantly ſhaken, ard 


a ſupercilious air, will cry, „Why, 


„that is not very bad. "A ſentiment 


extremely inſtructive to his hearers, and 


ſuch as he 1 imagines the e ſtrongeſt proof 


of the mot penet rating genius and ſa- 


gacity in him. 


_ Casaaricr, who, at the ſame time 
| that he has given the world a moſt 


elegant edition of Me TASTASIO, tas 


branded the work by at moſt execrable 


; preface” to it of his 0 in com poſition, 


has dedicated the whole to? ladame la 
Marquiſe 
Vignette which he has placed at the 
head of the Epiſtle-deCicatory, has 
made her be repreſented in the cha- 


de Po MPADOCR M and in 2 
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| rafter of PALLAS, giving lectures to 


the Sages of 1. Areopagus, by whom 


ih 


Coubred but that ere long, ſome o- 


ther writer, ſtill more impertinent and 


E {cryile, will take it into his head to re- 


eſent the ſtupid Marquis de MARION Y 


ner the idea of ApoLLo, crowned 


"ith laurel, ſurrounded by the Muſes, | 
d with his own hands diſpenſing to 


dem the pure waters of Hippocrene, 


ven he, whoſe higheſt honors, if 


ted to his merits, would be to carry 


a had, and diſtribute mortar to the la- 


aps no great impropriety in deſcribing 


PazT III. Ms 


ſhe is ſurrounded; — It is not to be 


5 þ « n - . m7 F r — : wn 
wü 3 — . ts uae 


But to ſay the truth, there is per- 
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Madame de PAMPADOUR with all the 


ſymbols of Minerva; ſince, like that 
Goddeſs, ſhe abounds 1 in Wiſdom, pre- | 

: ſides | in War, i is admirable at the Loom, 
and ſhews herſelf the guardian of the 
Arts and Sciences (u). — Yet, on the 


. ; „ 


(a) She gave directions to the Abbot de BER 


Is to write to Monſieur de VoLTAIRE, in Or- 


der to engage him to return to Paris, and to 


give him an invitation to the court. Bot that 
| great genius thought proper to prefer his plea- 
ſing ſolitude before the fooliſh pride of the 2 
great, by whom he had been before rejected. | 


—His long abſence has ſuppreſſed the envious. 
jealouſy of his eritics.— They all admire him, 


Praiſe even now his works, and pay the honors 1 
to him which ſeldom we find granted to the li- 
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whole, ſhe has certainly more of the 
Cyprian Queen than of the” Athenian: 
Maid in her compoſition 3 and, in my 


opinion, ſhe would make a much bet- 


ter figure i in the character of Venus, 


claſped in the arms of the good man 


Avchisks. 


ving. — $0 that the words of Hoxace to 


Arcus rus may juſtly be applied to him : 


Viventi tibi maturos largimur honores. 


At the time however that the Marchioneſs 
made theſe propoſals to Vo LTAIRE, his Pucelle 
had not yet appeared. —H is portrait of Madame 
de PoMPADoUR in that Poem having too muck + 

of Satire, mingled with the Panegyric, for 5 


poſlbly to Bye her piſs 


H 2 


It canrot indeed be denied that the 


Marchioneſs is poſſeſſed of a great ſhare 


of underſtanding, and all thoſe talents 


Which ſerve to render A woman agree- 


7 


able: but I dare not pretend to aver 
that ſhe is miſtreſs either of painting, 
iculpture, or architecture, and much 
leſs of the military art, or the profound 
depths of policy.-She may, perhaps, 
be an exceeding good judge of the de- 
 licate turn of a Madrigal, the keen at- 
tic point of an Epigram, or the moving 
paſſages of an air in Muſick ; and yet, 


at the ſame time, be wholly inſenſible of 
the real beauties of works of any depth 


of judgment and taſte ; ſuch. as Mon- 


rs 8 Spirit of the Laws, M:-Þ 


at- 


ang 


Jer, 
le of 
dept a . 


Mold“ 
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were not at all ſurprized at it. 


Madame de PouApOu. 


2LY's Negotiations, or of any other 
Authors of the firſt claſs. 


It is true, that at the laſt exhibition 


Zzave her opinion, and with judgment, 


on many of the pieces which were 


k brought hither, —The ſenſible and pe- 


vetrating part of the world, however, 


K was 


[4 WW known by what perſons that judg- 


ment was formed, and under whoſe in- 


tions ſhe had long been tutored; 


4 Rough, it muſt be owned, that ſhe 


oeated her leſſons 3 in a manner which 
ade them appear entirely her own, 
d added graces to them which \ were 


oy peculiar to herſelf, 
H 3 


wo 
1 LY 
Io 
35 
ky; 
2 
T's 
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ic canr ot deed be denied that the = 


| Marchionefs i 18 poſſeſſed of a great are 
of underſtanding, and all thoſe talents 


which ſerve to render a woman agree- 


able: but I dare not pretend to aver 


that ſhe is miſtreſs either of painting, 


iculpture, or architecture, and —_ 
leſs of the military art, or the profound = 


depths of policy. She may, Perhaps, 


ve an exceeding good judge of the de- 
cate turn of a Madrigal, the keen at- 
tic point of an Epigram, or the! moving 5 
paſſages of an air in Muſick ; and yet, 
at the ſame time, be wholly ir ſenſible of 

the real. beauties of works of : any depth 
of judgment and: taſte ; ſuch as Mon- 
TESQUIEV 8 Spirit of the Laws, Ma. 


— V 
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BLY'S Negotiations, or of any other 
Authors of the firſt claſs, 


It is true, that at the laſt exhibition 
of pictures in the Salle de Louvre, he 
gave her opinion, and with judgment, 
on many of the pieces which were 
brought thither, —The ſenſible and pe- 
nctrating part of che world, however, 
were not at all ſurprized at it, It was 
well known by what perſons that judg- 
ment was formed, and under whoſe in- 
liructions ſhe had long been tutored; 
| though, it muſt be owned, that ſhe 
repeated her leſſons in a manner which 
made them appear entirely her own, 
and added graces to them which were 
ber fectiy peculiar to herſelf. 

l H 2 
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In this hall of the Louvre, her picture, 


drawn many years ago by BOUCHER, 
is now again expoſed to public view, in 
the moſt conſpicuous point of ſight. 
It is true, it has not now the leaſt remain- 
ing likeneſs to the original; but as a great 


number of ſtrangers come thither, who 
have never ſeen her, it gives her plex 


| ſure, that chey ſhould carry home with 


them an advantageous idea of her beau- 


ty, and that thoſe who really know ber | 


now, may alſo be enabled, from this 
picture, to form a judgement of wha 


ſhe has been formerly, 


About eight months ago ſhe had 
| her picture drawn by VaxLoo. —lt was 


ſome. time before ſhe could prevail 00 


X 

J 
$ 

A 


'P/ 
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herſelf to let him take her portrait; 
as that painter, moſt unfaſhionably lin- 


cere, inſiſted p>ſitively on repreſenting 
her ſuch as ſhe is“ I cannot, Madam,““ 


ſaid he to her, © fatter in my pictures; — 


1 they all reſemble their originals, Dreſs 


T yourſelf as you will, aſſume what air, 
© what attitude you pleaſe, and I will 
« jmitate 1t,?? —- The Marchioneſs could 


make no objection, ſurely, to ſo fair a 


propoſition; but tho? the piece, in point 
of execution, is far ſuperior to Bovu- 


CHER'S, yet, as it does not repreſent ſo 


fine a figure, I fancy it will ſearcely be 


| cxhibited like that to public view. 


Some days after Madame de Pou- 


vboun had been to examine the Pic- 


1-4 
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tures in the Louvre, there were carried 


away in one night, upwards of twenty 


thouſand weight of i iron bars belonging 


to the rails, wherewith her famous Her- 


mitage was ſurrounded; and not con- 


tented with the robbery, the perpetra- 
tors of it ravaged the garden, laid 


waſte the lovely houſe, broke ſeveral of 


the windows in her Hotel, and evey de- 
moliſhed the ſtatue of Cupip, in the 
center of the boſquet of roſes, which 


was a very fine piece of ſculpture, 


Tt is ſcarce to be conceived how, in 


one ſingle night, it was poſſible to do 


ſo much damage.— But no ſooner was 


Madame de Pour ab ou acquainted 


with this bold Outrage, than ſhe alſo 
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received information who were the ac- 

tors of it, and yet, for what reaſon 1 
know not, ſhe never attempted to pro- 
ſecute them, but only gave orders for 
the garden to be ſet to rights again, 


the windows to be new glazed, the 
H greenhouſe to be repaired, and new 
| rails to be put up; which were imme- 


diately done, and in leſs than ſix days 
every thing Was once more in cy. 
quo, 

This moderate behaviour with regard 
to the criminals in this affair, was 
probably the. means of preſerving her 
oreen-houſe from any further aſſaults. — 


| But immediately afterwards, ſome other 


| malignants made-an attack on her Ho- 


tel, and ſcribbled over the White tones 2 
11 5 1 


1754 The HisToxy of 
wherewith it is built, to the height of 
eight feet from the ground, with all 
ſorts of ſcandalous and infamous in- 


ſcriprions.—Some of them were in 
French, ſome in Latin, and ſome | in 


Tealian ; ; from which it is evident, there 


were other people than the mob, that 


were thus enraged againſt her. 


Over the door, they entirely effaced 
with a ſmearing of lamp-black, the in- 
ſcription HorTzL DE PoMPaDouR, and 
ſubſtituted in its place the following 
letters, R. M. . for an explanation 


of which there perhaps will be no need 


to have recourſe to-any of the writers 
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on ancient inſcriptions, —The meaning 


is not hard to gueſs 5 


The conſpirators in this defign mult 


at leaſt have been a dozen, and thoſe 
of ſuch a rank, as to have no fear of 


the watch; for had they met with the 


* 


© leaſt interruption in their buſineſs, they 
| could not have executed it in ſo ſmall a 


ſ pace of time. 


Hatred ad; inveteracy, however, 5 


and not wit, were evidently the parents 


of theſe inſcriptions, — The moſt of 


( 5 Probably Regiæ Meretrices Adis, or 


rather Reginæ meretricum Ades. The houſe 
of the Queen of the W—— 
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them were extremely grofs, and with- 
out the leaſt humor. —One of them 


was engraven on the door, in theſe 


words, 6 Miferrimi Belli Cauſa, Cun- 


te nus.“ Which laſt word was alſo to 


be found in almoſt every one of the 


1 reſt. 


What was taken notice of as the 
moſt Ariking, was a drawing, wherein 


the French Monarch and his principal L 


f Miniſters were repreſented with a ſtring 


run through their noſtrils, and led along 


| by Madame de Pompabovn, with the 


crown on her head, and the ſceptre in 


ner hand. 5 


Madame de PoMyADouR. 157 

This horrible attempt, enraged the 
Marchioneſs in a far different manner 
from the ravaging her Hermitage; yet 
ſhe was not ſo happy as to diſcover the 


authors of it; for notwithſtanding the 


E indefatigable pains which not only ſhe, 
5 but the King and his Miniſters took, to 
find out the criminals of Læſæ mere- 
| triciz Majeſtatis, there were no traces 
| to be found of them, . 1 
8 dy 
Ever ſince the attempt of D' AI- 
rv's on the King's perſon, there 
have inceſſantly been very horrid li- 
bels fixed vp in Paris againſt the 
church doors, in che Thuilleries, the 
Luxembourg, againſt the trees of the 
Palais Royal, and in mort! in all Pies 
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the moſt frequented, —They have al- 
ways remained there for ſome time, be- 
cauſe no one but a commiſſary was en- 
titled to tear them down. But whilſt 
they were Kicking, no one durſt do 
more than caſt a glance on them, and 
read them, as it were, as they ran, 
with fear and trembling 3 for many 

were ſeized, and very ſeverely interro- 
gated, for having been obſerved to look 
at them ſomewhat too attentively. 


One of them was nailed on the gate 
of the Jeſuits of the College of Louis 
le Grand, with theſe words: <* Bruti, 

6 vos qui Reges conſueviſtis ollere, cur 
5 non hunc regem jugulatis ? — Ope- 


rum hoc, mihicredite, veſtrorum eſt.” 


; plained to the populace, who although, 


when ſinking under an inſupportable 


load of taxes, ſometimes complain and 


cry out loudly, yet at the bottom, have 


always a ſincere affection for their King, | 


it was with the utmoſt difficulty they 


were prevented from ſetting fire to the 


Convent, and Gacrificing all theſe Bau- 


rus' 1 whoſe aid was thus demanded, — 


It was neceſſary to aſſemble almoſt the 
whole watch of Paris, and for ſome 
days ſurround their houſe with ouards.— 
Nor had they perhaps ever ſo juſt a 
cauſe to apprehend the augmentation 


of their liſt of Martyrs, and their own. 


names being enrolled in the extenſive 
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This latin inſcription having bern ex- 


© is * „ © ve oe 
* 1 
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Martyrology of their Society compiled 
by F ather Taxxn. 


Had the King died at Mentz, he 
| would have carried with him the fin- 
cere regret of all his ſubjects; ; but they 
are not ſince ſatisfied of his having made 
1 ſuitable return to thoſe warm teſtimo- 
nials of attachment and affection Which 
they ſhewed to him on that occafion.— 5 
55 His weakneſs and prodigality with re- E | 
pet to the Marchioneſs, together with 4 
| the immenſe charges, and at the ſame 
time unfortunate ſucceſſes, of the pre · 
ent war, have ſo far alienated from 
him the greateſt part of his ſubjects, 
whoſe eyes are now a little opened, that 
he may not impoſſibly find it extremely 


Madame de PoMPADOUR, : 161 


difficult to regain their hearts, or to 


- preſerve in future hiſtory the ſur-name 


of Well beloved, which they beſtowed 


upon bim. 


Madame de cuarEAu- novx, whom 


he diſcarded at this conjuncture, died, 


ir is true 3 but let it not be believed ei- 


ther that her death was cauſed by joy, 


or that ſhe was poiſoned by the Dau- 


phin's order, both which reports pre- 


= vailed ; the real occaſion of her quit- 
ting life, was an attempt to produce an 


© abortion, ſhe having thought proper to 


mitigate the grief his Majeſty? s diſmiſ- 


ſion of her had cauſed, by taking to 
. her arms another lover, by whom ſne 


Was s then actually pregnant. 


33 
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As I have here made mention of tlis 
lady, we cannot help taking notice 
q how different a conduct our Heroine 


has obſerved. in her behavior to the 


Queen, from what her predeceſtor did; 


: Madame de CHaTrAU-ROUX always 


affected to treat her Majcſty with that 


contempt, which it was rather more 


the Queen,” s right to have ſhewn to- 
5 wards a rival ſo contemptible. —Where- 


as the Marchioneſs, to do her juſtice, | 


has ever paid the moſt reſpectiul ho- 


| mage to her, and in her poſt of Dame 
d' Honneur, performs with a peculizr 
graciouſneſs every duty that office can 
require of her, in ſpite of the weari- 


ſome ſubjection to which it confines 
ber. 
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In ſhort, Madame de anDou, 


Who 15 the verleſt Camelco! : onthe earth, 


the moſt ſupple, the mo# cc -o;mplaifant 
creature living, is, in ſpite of her known 
character, almoſt become a favorite with | 
the Queen ; —ſhe dreſſes like her; aſ- 
ſents to all ſhe ſays 3 agrees with all her 
: humors, talks with her of her Father 
confeſſor, of the | perfections of a 
chriſtian life, of paradiſe and purga- 


tory :—and at the fame time knows 


how to purſue every other point inci- 


dent to her ſituation ;,—ſuch as to make 
a new Mareſchal of France, overſet 


one Miniſter and name another; conſole 
the King for a loſt battle, procure him 
his ſupplies and armaments, read one 
diſpatch, and dictate the tenor of ano- 
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ther 3 puniſh, reward, betray : * 
N ſhort, it is a point that would puzzle : 
one to decide, which had the great- 
eſt variety of buſineſs to purſue, or k 
- of affairs to negociate, ſhe or the Hero ; 
of Pruffia, ; 


. in the midſt of all her ; borry of 
politics and ambition, fortune has 
thrown in her way occaſions of making 
' ſome atonement for all the miſchief ſhe 
does, which ſhe has been wiſe enough | 
to ſeize, 


The fol! lowing ftory does ſo much 

honor to La PoMPapovR, that the ſup- 

preſſion of it would be a real injuſ- 
tice t. to her, It may alſo ſerve to ſhew, 


4 
- 58 


tl 
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5 by the ſenſation | it can hardly Fail of ex- 
} citing, that : one virtuous action i 18 
ö ſometimes ſufficient to caſt aluſtre great 
N enough to cloſe up the eyes of critt- 


: ciſm, to a number of bad ones. 


Bonss?, the author of ſeveral ap- 
proved dramatic pieces, and eſpecially 
of one which was deſervedly eſteemed, 
called Te: Frangois a Londres, (the 
Frenchman at London,) had not found 
himſelf exempt from the uſual fate of 
thoſe who cultivate the Muſes. : Even 
that ſpot ſaid to be the leaft barren 
one of Parnassvs, the Theatre, had 
1 produced to him little more than a 


| ſcanty maintenance for himſelf, bis N 


. 
. 


characterizes genius, 


letters. 
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wife, and one child. In ſhort, misfor- 


tunes, want of economy perhaps, or 
whatever elſe might be the cauſe, I 


cannot well ſay; 


to the moſt deplorable extremities of 


want. 


In this condition, ſinking under 


the indignities of his fate, he had how- 


ever, too much of that ſpirit which 


to debaſe him- 
ſelf by mean applications or mendicant 
He had friends, whoſe kind- 


nels his need of them had not ex- 
bauſted, and whom, for that very rea- 
ſon, he was the more averſe from trou- 


bling. But his friends were but the 


more inexcuſable, if they knew his diſ- 


but he was reduced 
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— 
18 


ts e #4 1 

n r R 9 I r * 4 " PAIN I > > 
F . 3 nl TIS TS LEAD ne 8 * 52. m4. * e ET * | xz - 
* LIAR EEE ts CHF: 2 E 5 PTT J ̃ ᷣͤl-ld ꝛÜ.¹m·· ² ͤ? . RY I "We . N : 
R %‚»ͤX1t..... Me a See ts Ott TU OT Ore POTEN EA PANE REECE ER ALI 

2 , o Pr 9 RJ if c e e. e * 7 8 . 3 n 1 n % 828 f ith EI Rue as 4 9 K r 3 

KO N JJ Ee ft d èͤ SHER tht Ton WEL 7 8 l * S e nt ES 7 
— 3 * 1 . : N p 3 2 5 N MISS F 0 2 * ee « Pt. Ste 8 
44. 


R 
age ww TY Sy : A 
. 
— — 
— 
43 


( 


2 
+Y 
2:4 
25 

* 

be! + 
$4 

<> 

5 
RH 
N 
8 
3 
+ x2 
«0A 
* 
<< 
Fr 
ID 

* 


Madame de PoMPADOUR, 167 
treſs, not to ſave him the pain of an 
3 zpplication, However, Bors, over- 
- come with the irkſomeneſs of his cir- 
4 cumſtances, embraced a reſolution of 
b taking the ſhorteſt way out of the 
| *, that of death. And in the light 
3 1 which he conſidered it, as a 


"vv 


rendly relief from further miſery, 
I” oe not only perſuaded his wife to keep 
„ 

h n 7 Company, but not to leave behind 


£8 
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n- . a boys a child of five e years, to 


Probably the exam- 
. 's 2 of RICHARD SMITH, in much the 
> ame tuation, an example to which 
. "0LT aIRE?S recording it, gave ſuch no- 
? oriety, might have its ſhare in the fa- 
1 determination. | 
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wife, and one child, In ſhort, misfor- 
tunes, want of economy perhaps, or 
Whatever elſe might be the cauſe, I 


cannot well ſay 3 but he was reduced 


to the moſt deplorable extremities of 


want. 


In this condition, ſinking under 
the indignities of his fate, he had how- 
ever, too much of that ſpirit which 


characterizes genius, to debaſe him- 


ſelf by mean applications or mendicant 


letters. He had friends, whoſe kind- 


neſs his need of them had not ex- 


bauſted, and whom, for that very rea- 8 


ſon, he was the more averſe from trou- 


bling. But his friends were but the 
more inexcuſable, if they knew his diſ- 
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| trefs, not to fs him the pain of an 


4 | application, However, Borss1, over- 


come with the irkſomeneſß of his cir- 


3 cunſtances, embraced a reſolution of 


taking the ſhorteſt way out of the 


wood, that of death. And in the light 


b in which he conſidered it, as a 
friendly relief from further miſery, 
: he not only perſuaded his wife to keep 
; um company, but not to leave behind 
; them a boy, a child of five years, to 
: the mercy of a world | in which they had 
| found fo little, Probably the exam- | 


| ple of RIchHARD SmrrH, in much the 
| fame ſituation, an example to which 


Vor ralAE- s recording it, gave ſuch no- 


| toriety, might have its ſhare in the fa- 
| tal determination. 
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| This reſolution now formed of dy 
ing together, there remained nothing 
but to fix the manner of it. T he moſt 


torturous one was choſen, that of hun- 
ger, not only as the moſt natural con- 
ſequences of their condition, of which 
i might paſs for the involuntary effect, 
but as it ſaved a violence which nei— 
ther Bots: nor his wife could find in 
their hearts to uſe to one another. In 
that ſolitude then of their apartment, 
in which the unfortunate. need ſo little 
apprehend. the being diſturbed, they | 
| reſolved. to wait with unſhaken con- 

| ſtancy, the arrival of their deliverer, 

though under the meager grim form 

of famine. They began then, and reſo- 
= lutely proceeded on their play. of ſtary- 
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ing themſelves to death, with their 
child. If any called, by chance, at 
I their apartment, finding it locked, and 
no anſwer given, it was only concluded | 
that no-body was at home. Thus they | 
had all the time they could wiſh to con- 
| ſammate their intention. But what can 
EF deceive or damp a true friend? They 
had one, it ſeems, of a fortune not 
much ſuperior to their own, and whom, 


1 'or that reaſon, and for the dread 
„ of being an inconvenience to him, 
e they had never acquainted | with 
e extremities to which they were 
n- acually driven. This friend had been 


one of thoſe who had called at their | 
«partment, and finding it ſhut up, na- 


N concluded, as others did, that 
Part III. mh I 
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Borss: and þis family were gone out, 
or perbaps removed. Upon reflexion 
however, or from that kind of inſtinc 
with which the ſpirit of friendſhip 


abounds, he began to apprehend that 


ſomething muſt” be much amiſs with 
his friend, (though he could not guck | 
What, ) that he could neither find him at 
home, nor gain any intelligence about 
him. Under this anxiety, he returned 
to Boner 8 apartment; and whether 
any motion or noiſe from within be- 
trayed his being at home, or whether 
as friend. began to Tuſpe& ſomething of 
the matter, no anſwer being returned 
he forced open the door. 


IE 
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1881 and his . had been ſo much 
| in earneſt, that It was now three days 
lnce they had taken any ſuſtenance z ; 
| infomuch that they were now got ”- 
| far on in their way to their intended 


home, that one may fay they touched 
| the gates of it. 


'F he Klan, entered as he was into 
the room where this ſcene of death was 
going forward, found them already in 
ſuch a ſituatich, that they ſeenied inſen⸗ 
ible of. his intruſion; Borss1 and his 
iife had no eyes but for one another, 
nd were. not ſitting, but ſuppotted 
om falling to the ground by 
wo chairs, ſet oppoſite to each” 
ws their hands locked together; z 

12 
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and with their ghaſtly looks, lan- 
guidly dejected; in which might be 
read a kind of rycful compaſſion for 


the child that bung at the mother s Knee, 


aud ſeemed as if looking up to her for 


nouriſhment in its natural tenaciouſneſs of 
Fe. This groupe of wretchedneſs did 
not leſs ſhock than afflict the friend, 
Soon collecting from circumſtances the 


meaning of all this, his firſt care was - 
not to expoſtulate with Bofss or his Ne 
wife, but to engage them to receit the 
his fſuccours, in which he found o „, 
little difficulty, Their reſolution had n 
been taken in earneſt ; J they were now Kg 
got. over the worſt; and were in view of 7 


their port: The faintneſs which had 
ſucceeded the almoſt intolerable tor Up K 
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tures of hunger, had deadened their 
ſenſe to them and to life. They might 
beſides conceive a falſe ſhame of not 


going through with what they had thus 
clolved 3, a kind of fur be] eing too often 


| imagined to attend a ſuicide begun and 
dot finiſhed, as if it ſuppoſed a failure 
10 i of firmneſs. The friend however took 
; the right way to reconcile them to 
life, by making the child join his in- 
| ©:rcefion © the child, who could have 
none of the prejudices or reaſons 
| they might for not retraQting, and 
| who, though he had little life left, had 
lll enough not to be out of love wich 

| i. The inſtin& however of el. preſer. 

vuiog operating its uſual effect, be held 


e lis little hands, and, in concert with 


* 13 2 
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the friend, entrented his parents to cori- 
ſent to all their relief. Nature did not 


plead in vain, The friend then pro- 


cceded, helpleſs and unattended as they 


were, to procure them immediate food, 


With proper precaution and cordials, 
Nor left he them till he had ſeen them 
in a way of recovery to life, and given 


them all the money he had about him. 
And thus Borss1, by his tender care, 


eſcaped at Paris giving the ſecond edi- 
tion of the tragedy of poor (x) Orwar 
in London. 


r 


— 9 
— * — — — — 


(x) Orwa r, the Author of Venice pre 


ſerved, the Orphan, &c. literally ſpeaking. 


dyed of hunger, being choaked by the firſt 


piece of bread he took after a long ad! invo- 


luntary faſt; 
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This ſtory inſtantly took air, and 


was, among the news of the day, carried 


to LA Pouraboun at Verſailles, while 


ſhe was parading 1 it in quality of Queen of 


ler little circle. Among her ſchemes for 
amuſing the King, it was not her leaſt, that 


of picking up for him all the town-ſtories 
and current anecdotes, to which ſhe knew 
how to give ſuch poignancy and em- 


belliſnment by her manner of telling 
them, that the conſtantly renewing plea- 
{are they afforded his Majeſty, formed 
one of thoſe links of his chain, which, 
ſo great a lover of amuſement as he 
was, could not find the eaſieſt to break, : 


It was no wonder therefore that ſo gu 


gular an adventure ſhould not eſcape 


I 4 
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Fer One of her emiſſaries brought 1 it 
Freſh to her from town, and it became 


| inſtantly. the topic of converſation 


among al! the company there aſſembled, 


Moſt of them however received it 


with the utMoſt inſenſibility and indif- 
ference. Some of them even thought 


it a good jeſt ſpoiled, that the poor de- 


vil did not go through with it: an au- 


To none was it matter of much ſur- 


prize: nor of indignation, but to La 
PoMrapour and the Count de Tre- 


main, who was, only by chance, at 


that illuſtrious levee,” La Pom 4 DOUR 


was really moved at it: it even hurt 
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|. her in the character ſhe affected of the 
| Mecexnas in petticoats. She was pro- 
ce:ding inſtantly to furniſh him ſolid 
marks of her ſentiments on this occa- 
ſion, when the Marquis de M «r16- 
NY, that ſame right honorable brother 
ol hers, ſuſpended the effects of ſuch 
her reſolution, by the following ſpeech, 
in the true ſtile and manner of think- 


| ing of the modern nobility of that 15 


bleſſed country: a nobility into wbick | 


| this favorite of fortune was ſo congent- 
ally incorporated, that he almoſt ſeemed 
50 have been born in it, Thus he be- 


gan, and e 


5 ſee, alter, you have a mind to 
80 % a damned fooliſh thing. What 


& 


i 5 
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* vermin that breed ſo faſt they would 
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is it to you, or indeed what great mat- 


ter is it at all, an author the leſs in the 
world? There are but too many of 
them already, They are a kind of 


* over-run us, if we were to encou- 
rage them. Damn them, ſince they 
make 2 trade of it, what is it to us 
if they cannot live by it? Let them 
look out for ſome other employ than 
hackney ſcribbling to bookſellers. Let 


them take to cleaning ſhoes inſtead 


of daubing paper. It would be as 
profitable and full as honorable for 
them, For my part, I think it is 
an admirable ſcheme (to rid the land 


of theſe noifome inſects) to kill them 


with the cold of our diſcountenance, 


« 


66 


ade 
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« and let them ſtarve on thoſe air- 
bubbles of fame, of which they are 
«* ſo fond. Beſides, they are a parcel 
| * of ſuch ſad extravagant raſcals, tifere 
| © would be no end of ferving them. 
mn. In ſhort, for I hate long harangues 
upon nothing. and theſe poor devils 
6s of authors are lefs chan nothing, I 


am for leaving Bo1ss1 to the com- 
« mon fate of his damned writing 
© trade, if it were but for a warning and 


« good example to deter others,” 


If any thing could have poſſibly have 
aided to that profound contempt, in 
which La Pour Aboux held her bro- 
ther ; this ſpeech would have done it, 
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The Count de Tarulix, however, 
who had pot heard Borss1's diſtreſs, : 
without ſuitable emotions of indigna- 
tion, could not refrain the reply he 
thought due to that ſ peech, ſo worthy 
of the genius who made it, And in 
which reply, there was "nothing He 


| cared for ſo little, as how it Hu 
be reliſned by his audience, 


40 Surely (ſaid he) my good Lord 


« Marquis of Marcy, the patto- 


N 


8 nage of learning and genius is a 


I 


* 


birthright of nobility, and there- 
on « fore, my Lerd, worthy of the pro- 
64 tection of one of your high rank, 


£< 


+ * 


it ſome authors have made a baſe 


enough into his circumſtances, to 
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pernicious uſe of their ralents, the 


ſhame and infamy is perſonal to 
themſelves, and not chargeable to 


"200 ſpirit of litera ature, For my 


own part, Marchioneſs, 1 Know che 


delicacy of your underſtanding too 


well, to pay the leaſt regard to this 


learned ſpeech of the ! Marquis. 


„ Botss1's pieces on the theatre have 
often given me ſo much pleaſure, 


that I conccive it a kind of ingra- 


titude in me, not to have entered 


prevent his being reduced to extre- 


mities, ſo reproachable to all who 


knew him; I am heartily Pleaſed, 


however, that it is not yet too late 


T7 
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« for me to Wye him marks of my 


©: 
eee, 


As for LA PomeapouR, ſhe needed 
no ſtimulation to- relieve him, beyond 
that of her own talte, and a Cefire of 
diſtinguiſhing herſelf in the character of 
patroneſs of literature. Not contented, 
however, with ending him inſtantly 
a hundred Louldores, ſhe procured 
him a place then vacant, of no inconſi- 
derable income; that of Comptro.ler 
of the Mercure de France; with a pen- 
fion on it to his wife and child, in caſe 


of their ſurvival, 


It was not, however, without ſome 
perſonal pretenſions of her own, that 
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14 Pomyapous had deſerved the ho- 


nour of thus relieving the diſtreſs of 


an author. She was herfelf an autho- 


reſs, and had learnt to make verſes un- 
der LA Nove, a celebrated Comedian, 


to whom ſhe had beſides great obliga- 
tions for his forming her to a true 


taſte for the Beaux arts. —N or can it be 


denied, that the leſſons of that great 


Maſter of comic exccution, have been 


of infinite ſervice to her in the courſe of 


ber tranſactions in life, in which ſhe has, 


— 


a very great actreſs : — In point of 


poetry, her pieces have ever been 
eſtee med ſuperior to the performance 
of any of the Ladies avout Court, ex- 


cepting thoſe of the Dutcheſs of Oa- | 


figuratively ſpeaking, fſhewn herſelf 
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LEANS, Which have for the moſt part 

taken the epigrammatic turn,— The 
reader may not perhaps be diſpleaſed 


at ſecing a ſpecimen of it, written be- 


tore the important ſhare ſhe has ately 
taken in publick affairs, had thrown 
that ſtarched prudiſhneſs into her words 
and actions, that now ſeems to {way them 

| both.—The occaſion of it was her hap- 


pening to turn down the bed-cloaths 


one morning, whillt his majeſty was 


lying aſleep.— The lines themſelves have 


a great deal both of poetry and viva- 


city ; the tranſlation annexed to them, 


has taken ſome degree of liberty with 
one or two of the thoughts, but has 
| endeavoured to preſerve as much as 


| poſſible, the general turn of "OO 


. 
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of the whole Without more apology, 


however, you have them, ſuch as they 


are, as follows, 


0 


Tur ie Roi, par Madame de Poura- 


Dou. 


E L voile neren nous couvre? 


Je veux un moment 
Parcourir men amant ; 
Que de charmes j je ae couvre | 1 
Suſpends ſon reveil 
 Puiſſamt Dieu du Sommeil ; 
Que la Nature liberals 
Ta bien frormł pour les plaiſirs ! 
Quel ſouffle par ta bousbe exhale ! 
Cit Þ haleine mime des zephirs. 


Ul voile, Sc. 
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Mais je vois deja 44 urore ! Fe 
Cachons Tircis a ſa clarte, 
Crainte d'une infulelite 
A I Amant qu'elle adore. 
Ne V' eveillez pas encore, 
| Reparez tes ſeun, 
| Cher objes de ones vocux, 
Mais quel trait ! Rue ois Je eclorre? 
_ Hatez ſou reveil, | 
Puiſſant Dieu du Semmeil. 
Au voile, 2 . 


What drowſy veil is this, 
That ſhades me from my bliſs, 
And Prius thus defrauds of her 


„ Lover? 


Yet let me view his charms, 
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er ne l to love's alarms, 
And his beauties with tranſport run 


over, 


Oh! make his lumber deep, 
Puiſſant God of flcep, 


- Whilſt I trace out his bounties of Na- 
ture: 
In his breath the Zephyrs play, 
On his cheeks the roſe of May, 
And Love's graces beam forth in each 


feature, 
But I ſce Avro 4's light, 
Let me hide him from her ſight, 


Leſt her rays chaſe his flumbers be- 


fore ber; : 
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And the roſy finger*d maid 
Thus ſhould rob me of the ad © | 
He receives from dear nature's re- 


ſtorer. 


19 Dauov, do not wake, 
For thy PrilL1s's dear fake, 
Till thy fires thou ſhalt amply re- 
e f bf _ 95 
Ah! what is't I ſee ariſe ? 
What a ſight enchants my eyes ? 
Now, now, Now then awake, dear. | 


eſt lover, 


But to purſue the thread of our diſ- 
courſe—As to the preſent Dauphineſs, 
ſolely taken up with the care of fatten- | 
ing herſelf, and fulfilling the firſt great 


end of marriage, ſhe eats and drinks 


= 
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heartily, fleeps ſoundly, lies 1 in regularly 
at every nine months end, and troubles 


her head very little about any thing that 
concerns the Marchioneſs. —Then for | 
the Meſdames of F rance, gallantry and 
devotion pretty equally divide their 
hours, and it is well known that one of 5 
them, whom it would be needleſs to 85 


name, alternately invokes the holy 


Virgin, and the chaſte Luciva. A 


journey to Compiegne was put off, on 


account of her laſt delivery; nor was FR 


there, indeed, any great pains taken to 


| conceal the real occaſion of ſo doing. — 


It 15 true, that formerly the daughters 


of a King of France would have been 


put to great embarraſſment by ſuch a 


circumſtance —But in this leſs baſh- 


ful age, a certain in of philoſophic 
nonchalance reigns in that Court, and 
cauſes theſ c affaits to be conſidered only a2 
little wealeneſſes for ever incident to hu- 4 | 0 
man nature, Madame de Ponta bous, R c 
who places them entirely on this footing, . . 
1 finds means tb cauſe her Majeſty, who 
is excefſi vely indulgent in. her diſpoſi- 
tion, : to look on them in the fame . 
light ; and open ſatisſaktion is expreſſed t 
upon the happy augmentations of the 
Royal F amily. —Nay ſo good an effect f 
have theſe events, that they for ſome 5 : 
days form the amuſements and con- 
verſation of the Courtiers, and prove a 
ſeaſonable relaxation to their minds from : | 
the more weighty cares of publick 


news, which, to ſay truth, have for a 
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long time paſt afforded them but little 
ſatisfaction. 5 


Madame de PomyAapour had i 


_ deed given The public ſome hopes of a 


fortunate alteration in affairs, by the 


choice ſhe made laſt year of the Mar- 
quis de ConTanrs tor Generaliflimo.- — 


But vain were all their expectations . 


that Officer having ſeemed kitherto to 
take his predeceſſor for a pattern, ard 


to have trod exactly in his ſteps.— 


Like him he has loſt a battle of impor- 


tance, and like him, too, made a re- 


markzvle progreſs in a little time 3 


retreat. —The follow ing ſtanza on them 


both has been very frequently repent ed, 
ag openly ſung. 
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L Eereviſſ vous imitez, | 
Couple habile, incomparable 3 1 
Lentement vous avancez 
Mais plus vite que la Diable 


vous reculez, 


Like the crab on a ſand-bank theſe he 
roes of F rance, 


This Couple ſo matchleſs, well {kil- 


: led, and compleat ; 3 
With prudence and caution ſnail flow 


they advance, 


But as ſwift as the devil they form 


their retreat, Es 
Tol de rol, &c. 
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very few people are well acquainted 
with the means whereby Monſieur de 


ConTADES attained the command in 
ch ef: for had merit and capacity 
| alone been conſidered, there can be no 
| 4oubt but Meſſieurs de BROGLIO, or 
D* ARMENTIER, how far ſoever inferior 
och may be to the Prince de Conti, 
nut one or other of them have had 
e preference before the Marquis, 
|: But in this caſe reſpect was paid to 
Monſieur de ConTanes's ſeniority, or 
- perhaps more truly to a certain happy 
mixture in his diſpoſition of the enter- ; 
m Wrizing and docile, 
At the the time the Count de CI ER- 
\100T was recalled, the Marquis imme - 
3 
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diately Uiſparched friends. to the Court 
ef Verſailles, to endeavour at the con- 
ciliating the good graces of his Sove- 


reign towards him, and at the fame 


5 time charged them with letters tor 
the Marchioneſs, wherein he expreſſcd 
himſelf towards her in the moſt ſub- 


zillive and reſpectful terms. —They * 


were very graciouſly received, and the 
following anſwer, which Madame de : 
POMPADOUR returned him, was by no ic 
means made a ſecret. * am cx - ft 
tremely well ſatisfied, Monſiew le - 
0 Marquis, of your ſeatiments in re- ae 
8. gard to me, and you may depend Pic 
* on every g good office i in my power: — 0 
come this winter to Verſailles; 1 fair 


* will infore you a favourable recep: 
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* 


tion from the King. — The com- 


« mand of the army is deſtined to 


A 
.n 


you for the enſuing campaign, and [ 


_ 
* 


EN 
ce 


from hence for Germany nail be 


Lg 
: cN 


under the moſt happy ſires”. 


' li TADES received this letter, than he ſet 
Ie s 

out poſt for Verſailles to throw him- 
* 


ſelf at che Marchioneſs 8 feet. — The 
firſt queſtion ſhe aſked him was, 
K he had feen the King! 2 he told 


fairs. His Majeſty received only Mon- 
ſicur de Cox rADES ſecond viſit, nor 
| K 2 


flatter myſelf that your departure 


No ſtoner” hd Monſieur * de Cox- 


ner he had not; yet was this ſeeming 


piece of imprudence and inadvertency | 


of no kind of prejudice to his af- 
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| took i it the leaſt amiſs, though he: was 
well informed that he had firſt paid 


his reſpects to Madame de PourA- 


5 DOUR. | 


This fifth General remained the 


whole winter at Court, concerting with : 


his patroneſs and Monſieur de BeLLE- 


15LE the plan of a campaign, which | 


was inevitably to bring about the tho- 


rough ruin of the Electorate of Hano- 


ver. —No expence, no pains were 


ſpared to provide him with a moſt 
powerful and flouriſhing | army.— 


It was compoſed of an hundred an a 


' thirteen thouſand of the beſt troops of 


: France, and amply Furniſhed with all 
.&nas of ſtores and ammunition. ws 
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What was not to be expected from 

ſuch a Preparation The General 1 
bis departure gave the public the 

Rrongek aſſurances, that he would 
ſpeedily give them an occaſion for illu- 

5 minations at the Greve, and the la- 

. dies even intreated him to ſend them, by 
way of angularity, ſome of the Ha- 
noverian head - dreſſes. 


In ſhort, after receiving, at every 
place of public entertainment, the moſt 
angular teſtimonials of popular appro- 

bation, Monſicur de Cox rap Es took 


his leave of the Marchioneſs, with a full | 


determination to ſtrip his Britannick 


Majeſty of all his dominions on the 
zontinent, —Nevyer were there ſeen the 
K 3 
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arrival of ſuch a number of cou- 
tiers, whoſe diſpatches were filled 
with—juſt nothing at all; a march of 


a couple of leagues was ſufficient to oc- 


occaſion the ſending one, How great- 
ly different from the conduct of Tu- 


 RENNE and LUXEMBOURO, who never 
diſpatched a meſſenger, but when he 


could bring with him the relation of 


ſome victory which they had gained, — 
The battle of Minden, however, put 


a ſtop to the frequency of theſe cou- 


riers, in which, inſtead of the Hano- 
verian caps which had been promiſed, 


about twenty thouſand hats, cocked a la 
mode de France, were left upon the 


bj field, —The Marquis dared not, howe- 
ver, ſend an account of t his unfortu- 


nate action immediately to the King; 


.. 
2 
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he therefore thought proper to inform : 


Madame de PoMPADOUR firſt of it, in 


order that ſhe might prepare his Ma- 


, jeſty' 8 temper to receive the diſagreea- | 


ble news with a greater degree of phi- 


| joſophy.——Bur the meſſenger he ſeat 


made ſuch expedition, that the news of 


this recent diſaſter was publiſhed in the 


Gazettes before his arrival. Adieu 


now to the famous flat- bottomed boats, 


which were to make a deſcent upon 


the Engliſh coaſt ; this much talk'd of, 


though perhaps never thought on, in- 
vaſion, was deferred to the next year.— 


And to ſay truth, the Engliſh mini- 


ſtry had been all along alarmed, and T 


taking the moſt needleſs precautions 


_ #gainſt a mere chimzra ; for through- 


K 
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out all the ports of F rance, there could 


not be muſtered ſo much as thirty of 


theſe bug-bear-boats, which have made 


ſo great a noiſe in the world. But 


both in Paris and London, it is ſome- 5 


times neceſſary that ſuch kind of chi- 


mæras ſhould be ſet up, in order to 
amuſe the minds of the populace z and 
moreover Por re frequently attains her 
ends by means whoſe exterior appears 
extremely ridiculous to perſons of un- 

derſtanding ; but how dexterouſly ſoever 


the Marquis de Con Tapes endeavoured 


to color over his defeat, the conſequences 
of ! it could not long be concealed from 


che publick, 


TR In order, however, to avoid the ri- 
| dieule which the making choice of 4 
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th general muſt caſt on the mea- . 
ſures that had been purſued, the title of 
General was till preſerved to Monſieur 
de ConTaDEs; but it was imagined, 
| that the whole power would have been 
transferred into the hands of Monſieur 
D'ErTREES ; whilſt Madame de Pou- 
Abou for once in her life had per- 
mitted neceſſity, the King s deſire, 
and the univerſal cry of the people, to 
take place of her own private reſent- 
| ments. The extent of Monſieur Dꝰ 
Erxeks abilities had not only been 
evinced by his expedition in the Hano- 
verian territories, but alſo by his con- 


1 duct in many different campaigns, . 
| wherein he had greatly ſignalized him» 
ſelf.—Nor was the world ignorant of 
the high eſtimation in which they were 
eld by the late Mareſchal Saxs, and 


K 5 
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the warmth of approbation wh erewith 
he ſpoke of him to the Küng. But | 


whenthis General found the unfortunate 


fitudtion of that army he was ſent to 


f take the command of, he choſe rather 
to decline a poſt of ſo much honour | 


and importance, than hazard a reputa- 
tion it was ſcarcely poſble he could i in- 
creaſe, on the ſhattered remnants of 


another's miſconduct, - 


Let had he accepted the command, 
and Prince Ferdinand had had the good ; 
fortune to gain the ſame advantages 


over him that he has obtained over the 


reſt, the reputation he would have ac- 


; quired by ſo doing, would have been 


0finttely greater, and he would have 
had reaſon to be highly pleaſed at the 


baving a man ſeit in oppoſition to him, 
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8 who had at leaſt abilities to reſiſt him, 


and conſequently | to ſtamp the ſigna- 
ture of merit on the fkill and prudence 
of his own conduct. | 


The Fieach Jud therefore buile very 
tirong hopes, and placed the higheſt: 
confidence on the Generalſhip of the 
Mareſchal D'ETzees :—how far their 
| expectations would have Een anſwered, 
| he event would have ſhewn.— But 

72 fortune have chanced to favour 
him more than his predeceſſors, it is 
probable that the poetical writers would 
ſcarcely have exerted themſelves in the 
ſtile of panegyric towards him, with 
the ſame ſpirit where with they have 


lately indulged their diſpoſition for fa- 
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tire, with reſpect to the Military Com? - 
. manders, the Cloſet Caballiſts, and the 
| Female | Favorite. — Amongſt others, 
| the lines which follow, although they 
have been already publiſhed in many 

: of the papers both here and abroad, | 
yet have ſo immediate a relation to this 


hiſtory, that we can need no apology 


for the inſerting them here. The hap- 


py turn of humour, and the perfect 5 
conſonance of rhime and reaſon which 
runs through them, cannot but pleaſe 

in the original; and notwithſtanding 
5 there have been various tranſlations of 


them attempted, yet, as none of them 
have yet come up to the conciſe ſmart- 


"neſs of the Author, we hope we ſhall 
be excuſed for adding one more to 
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the number,—lt is well known that the 
lines were written immediately after the 
defeat at Minden; a ſtroke which, ren- 

| dering the project of the flat. bottomed 5 
boats entirely abortive, the poet, as 11 
ſuppoſing them now become entirely 1 
uſeleſs, begins by ſetting them up to =_ 
fale | in the following words. 


| Batteaux plats a vendre 
Soldats a louer; 
Miniſtres a pendre, 


Generaux a rouer. 


0 France! | a ſexe kemelle 
Fit toujours ton Deſtin 1 1 
T on Bonheur vint d'une Pocelle, 5 8 


Ton Malheur vint d'une Catin, 4 


"ory 
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Ia Engliſh thus. 
Here are flat- bottom'd boats to ſell, 
Here are red- coats hir'd to be; 5 


Here are Gen' rals for the wheel, 
And Stateſmen for the tree. 


0 France by women thy fate N 
Was rul'd both now and of yore ; s 
K Virgin preſerved thy ſtate, 
And now tis undone * a Whore. 
There Is not in this little piece 


one unneceſſary ſyllable ; and it bears un- 
doubtedly the true impreſſion ot the 


poetical ſtandard. Every perſon aimed Þ | 
at in it is treated with an admirable de- FE 
. groe of juſtice 3 ; nor is it to be believed t 


the original, from which we hiat is 
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but that the ſolemn gravity of Mon- 
fieur BeRRYER muſt have been ſome- 


what diſcompoſed, the exalted ſelf- 


ſufficiency of Monſieur de BELLE 15SLE 


greatly piqued, and the inſolent pride 
of Madame de Po aDou very highly 
inflamed by it.—Woe to the unhappy : 


Author, ſhould he through any little 
vanity ſuffer the knowledge of him to 


tranſpire one flat · bottomed boat at 
leaſt would in that caſe find employ- 
ment, by his being chained to its oars, 


perhaps for the remainder of his life. 


A parody was 5 alſo compoſed of theſe 
lines, ſtill more ſevere and injurious 
with reſpect to the Marchio, ſs than 


taken: — as ſhe is now advancing in 
years, and is become ſo extremely lean 
as to be ſcarcely more than a walking- 
ſkeleton z and as no one can be more 
15 univerſally deteſted than the Marquis 
de Man 10 Nu her brother, they were 
| both more particularly diftinguiſhed in 
the parody, which runs as follows. 


Poiſſon ſec a vendre, 
Carcaſſe a louer; 
Ton frere eſt a pendre, \ 
Tes membres a rouer. 
Deteſtable femelle, 

Quand finiras tu ton deſtin ? 


- Tu devois bien mourir pucelle, 
 Execrable catin! 
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Come, here's dry fiſh (a) to ſell, 
Here's a carcaſe hired to be; 
T hy limbs we conſign to the wheel, 
And thy brother we give to the 
tree. 


Ah! when wilt thou enim thy fate? 


When pay off the dreadful ſcore? 


: Hadſt thou died in thy maiden ſtate 
We had ne er n= undone 5 a 


* 


whore. 


The idea theſe lines gives us is in- 


deed painted in ſlrong colors, yet 


we muſt own it borders too much on 


(a ) The wit af this line turns on a reference 


to the maiden name of Poisson, which ſignifies 
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the caricatura._The Marchioneſs cer- 


taivly is not quite what ſhe is here repre- 


thirty-eight; ſhe is not altegether ſo 


dried and withered and ſhe ſtill pre- 


ſerves a proper and moſt agrecable mix- 


ture of dignity and gracefulneſs in 


her demeanor. In ſhort, ſuch as ſhe 


is at preſent, ſhe has ſomewhat deſi- 
rable enough about her to induce even 


a delicate appetite to taſte without dil- 


As to her brother, indeed, nothing 


has been ſaid of him but what he highly 


deſerves, and what every worthy per- 
ſon wiſhes he might meet with. Nor 
is his n r limited to himſelf ; 
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alone, it ſeems to have an epidemical 
power of infecting thoſe about him.— 
At leaſt it has had that effect on Max- 
MONTEL, who,” ever ſince his affocia- 
ting with this wretch, has degenerated 
from his wit, and ſeems to have bid 
adieu to all true ſpirit —The works he 
now publiſhes bear not the leaſt traces | 
of that merit which ſhone forth in his 
former ones. —He is grown in himſelf 
impolite, booriſb, and ſottiſh like his 
patron; and the Mercure de France, 
which the Marquis de MazIony pro- 
cured him, and which during the time 
of Bolss v was a work of ſome merit, 
1 and in conſiderable eſtimation; now ſa- 
vours ſtrongly of the diſpoſition of its 
1. preſent Author; being full of the moſt 


==) 
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apparent partiality, a receptacle for the 


moſt malicious animoſities, and a kind 


of critical pillory in which he thinks fir 
to place every one he happens to diſlike, 
and pelt them with the dirtieſt and 


moſt ſcandalous abuſe, —And this 


5 the method he makes uſe of to li 


the honor of pleaſing the illuſtrious 


Marquis de VanDIERE, who. has in- 


deed no reliſh for any thing but what 


gratifies his ſpleen, and finds food for 


his malevolence. 


But alas! bow unhappy for the world 
that it muſt give up the delightful hopes 


of ſeeing a numerous offspring of the 


noble family of Potzos,—Not all the 


CC 
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plied with, when ſhe exerted al] her ut- 
moſt ſkill to call again to youth her 
good man Eso, would be ſufficient to 

eſtore the long oft vigor of the Mar- 


quis de MAR IOVV.—It! has been 1 long 


eſtabliſhed maxim in the Machiavelizn 
politics of amorous encounters, that 
fools are moſt eminently aualifcd for 
them, Nature having recompenſed the 


deficiencies of their head by ſuper- 


abund: nt advantages elſewhere.— I 1 he 


Marquis has been ſaid amply to poſ- | 


ſeſs that kind of endowment ; but now 
| it is over, and the hero, according to 


the words. of PETRONIUS, funeratus eſt 5 


ia ee parte gud quondam Ach! 1. 
ö ES erat, Thus ſituated, ſhould he 


marry, what aſſurance | can he have that 


that of the Fai, the Sc1P10s, and 


are loſt, even titles and inſcriptions 
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his wite would prove a LineazrIa; 22 
that ſhe may not, by unlawful love, 

7 pollute the noble bed of Po1ss0N, con- 
taminate the purity of that illuſtrious 
blood, and ſtain the yet unſullied glory | - 

K all its great deſcendants. It wil 
ſurely be more prudent in him to per- | | 
ſiſt in a ſteady reſolution not to marry, 1 
than to expoſe himſelf to danger ſo | ; 


apparent and inevitable.—-It is true, his , 


glorious race will end with him. But 
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the Pourzys have now been long ex- 9 

tinct. — Let that conſole him.—No- A 
thing can ſtand the all deftroying tooth 0 

of time.—In courſe of years, bright 9 

ir 


beauty fades away, the greateſt names 
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graven on | braſs or 1 are effaces; 
nor is the world itſelf ſuppoſed eternal. 


As we are on the ſubject of titles and 


inſcriptions, it will not be improper to 


relat ean anecdote relating to the Mar- 


chioneſs, which gives a pretty lively 
proof of the freedom with which ſhe 


is not only thought of, but mentioned po. 


by men of wit” or ſpirit. 


A certain Author being on the point 


of publiſhing a work which he had con- 


ceived a deſign of dedicating to Ma- 


dame de Pour ADOUR, aſked the opini- 


on of his friend Monſieur de * * * # 


in a publick Coffee room, in regard. to 


what titles he ought to addreſs her by. 


— 4 
r . 
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at the head of his dedication ;—His 


friend, who i is equally remarkable for a | 


ſarcaſtical turn of humour, and for ex- 


prefling his thoughts on every occaſion. 4 
with the utmoſt freedom, immediately w 
be aloud, Om — chus. | ey 
3” 

7 0 Madame the 3 e de Po- 0 ko 
PADOUR, Lady of Honour to the Ducen, E 
Dutcheſs of Vaujour, Mr iftreſs of Louis ſt 
the Fifteenth, 5 «perintendant of bis plea- tu 
fures, Gouvernante-general of the Ling | & 


doms of France and Navarre, bereto- . 
fore the noble wife of an Exciſeman, and PY 


daughter to the miſt high, noble, and let 
 Puiſſant Meſſre Polssox, Butcher to the a 
eee of Invalids, &c, 1 &c. 0 
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Every one preſent cernbled for him, 
on his repeating theſe ſacrilegious ex- 
preſſions ſo publicly; whilſt he, un- 


moved for himſelf, was not ſatisfied | 
with what he had already done, but 
even pointed out the plan of three or 


four different dedicatory epiſtles, which 
he ſent the next day in writing to his 


friend the Author nor did he even 
ſtop here; for pleaſed, himſelf, with the 
turn of humor he thought they poſ- 


leſſed, he read copies of them to ſeve- 


tal different perſons. — How great a 
piece of hardineſs !—But Provipzncs 
ſeems to take the raſh under her pro- 
tection (5), for he never came to any 


nn 


—— 


— — — * * 


(0) This gentleman reſided ſome time in Ruſſa, 


and whilſt he was at Petersburgh ſpoks as freely 
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| harm vy this affair, although he bad ; 
ſome years ago been ſent to the Baſtile 5 


on a much more trifling occaſion. 


As Ido not however imagine li 
| the power of a French government f 


wil be ſo ſoon eſtabliſhed i in England, 


as that nation ſeem vainly to flatter 
themſelves, I cannot, I think, run any 


¾ and. a4 — 


of the Czarina, as he did on this occaſion of 
Madame de PourAaDbOUR.— He received a cau- 


tion to be more diſcreet ; but not thinking pro- 


per to correct his ſirſt error, and perliſting in the 


continuance of i it, he was condemned to the 


knoute, and alſo to baniſhment | into Siberia, 


| both. which however he had the good forcune to 
rs by a ſudden fight, 


1 5 fle 


8 lect a luſtre, - — Yours therefore 1 
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great risk by gratifying the reader's cu- 


rioſity with a tranſcript of theſe dedica- 


tions, ſuch as they, came to my hands, 


They contain ſome turns of true wit, 


intermixed with certain ſtrokes of irony, 


which thoſe who have read the former Þ 


parts of this Lady“ 8 hiſtory, will be at 
no loſs to underſtand. — The firſt of 
| them runs thus, 


ct Madam, 


» To a perſon adorned like you 
with every beauty of the perſon, 
every charm of the underſtanding, 
and every virtue of the ſoul, a long 


_ unneceſſary to ſtamp a value, or re- 


L. 3 


extended line of anceſtry is abſolutely | 
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; ther, ſo juſtly, and ſo particularly | 
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ſhall ſay nothing of, loſt, as they as 


in the dark obſcurity of time, going | 
no. farther back than to the illuſtri- 


ous MaTHuRIN Pors80N your fa- 


K diſtinguiſhed. In point of chaſtity, 5 
not Jos gn himſelf could exceed i 
him; and for humanity, if he was 


ſometimes brought to the cruel ne- 


ceſſity of ſhedding blood, it was not 
after the example of the barbaroully 


celebrated Heroes both of ancient 
and modern hiſtory, for the deſtruc- 


tion, but, on the contrary, entirely 


for the preſervation of the human 


race.— The Parliament, affected with 


his actions, and fully ſenſible of his 


3 1 


* high deſert, commanded him to be 
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© « diligently fought for, in order to raiſe . 
« him above the reſt of mankind. 


but he, very little emulous of ſee- 
e ing his fellow-ſubjects beneath hs 
by feet, or of becoming an object of 


popular admiration, a gazing. ſtock 


. to the multitude, choſe to rid him- 


. ſelf of the painful ſenſations attend- 
ing on ſuch diſtinctions, by a ſecret : 


«. retirement ; ; preferring the calm tran- 


* quillity of a voluntary exile, before all 
denne noiſy applauſe belonging to pub- 
lic exaltation.— Fourteen months had 


<« he been thus abſent, when your mo- 


«* ther, the PENETLOPE of the age ſhe. 


« © lived 1 in, wWas miraculouſly delivered 


8 of you. By a ſtrict adherence to her 
bay { diſcreet precepts, and the cloſeſt imi- 


. Ly 
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C tation of her moſt edifying exam- 
gh ple, you preſerved moſt inviolably 
your conjugal duty, holding every 
« degree of coquetry in the utmoſt 
* qeteſtation. —As ſome ſmall recom- 


« pence. for ſuch. lurpaſing virtues, 


i Providence has placed you in a Mo- 


0 narch's bed; z and to reward him for 


& 


40 Juſtice, ever ſince he has had the hap- 


* pineſs of poſſeſſing you, and the 


6 wiſdom to confide the conduct of 


« affairs to your adminiſtration, Hea- 
ven has bleſſed his armies, his fleets 


have been vic orious, his colonies 


00 have increaſed, and opulence and 
5 poſperity have reigned throughout 


all his territories : : the whole nation 


being the inſtrument of this piece of 
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c 


= 


* 


ecchoes with your praiſe, and every 
individual, from the overflowings of 


5 grateful ſenſibility, cries out, Hap- 


„ py the kingdom which is governed 


"OE: with fo great a ſhare of wiſdom |! Ip 


« If this ſtile ſhould not t be agreeable 


e to you, adds the above-named Gen- 


tleman, © you may, if you pleaſe, al- 


os though [ think it much too trifling 


** a manner for this age, addreſs. her 
e thus: 
ce Permit me to intreat you, Ma- 


40 dam, to accept of my moſt reſpect - 


4% ful homage, and to favor with your 


0 


* f 


6 &- 


b + 


patronage the reſult of a five years 


labor. —I have endeavoured by every | 


« 
r 2 — — —— SET 
n ̃²˙ ¹ÜAm 1 - 


| Rom a conſcious diffidence of myſelf 
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means in my power to render it wor- 


thy of your acceptance, and ſha! 


eſteem myſelf. inexpreflibly happy if 


Ln y have | in any degree ſucceeded. 


and terror from the juſtice and perſpi- 
cuity of your underſtanding, I remain- | 
ed ſome time in ſuſpence whether ! 
ſhould preſume to offer it to you or 


not: at length, however, your Known 


benevolence. has encouraged me to 


adventure , and on your kind indul- 


gence . not 1 5 for f. pardon, 


that I am, | 


; Madam, 
With the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 
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« For my own part,“ “continues 


the writer, “ if I had compoſed a work 


which I thought proper to dedicate 


to the Marchioneſs, I ſhould certain- 


ly form my Epiſtle- dedicatory in the 


and diſtinction in any profeſſion 


whatſoever, undoubtedly is one ſtamp. 


of a ſuperior merit, —This ſtamp, 
Madam, you moſt ſtrongly bear ; 


 —You are, Madam, in your kind, ex- 
ally what the King of Pruſſia is in 
his :—he is the very firſt among the 


Heroes of the age ; you are, beyond 


contradiction, the very firſt among 


its Harlots: nay, even from the ere 
deg: 
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8; ation of the na. no one has ver 


0 yet been found your equal. —The 


<= celebrated Puxvxr of antiquity re- 
r ceived to her embraces only the Citi- 
© Zens of Athens; and all the riches 
« ſhe acquired could do no more than 
« raiſe the walls of Thebes : but the 
1 innumerable heap of your poſſeſſions 


=L mp by a territory | larger than the 


by you c can \ boaſt 4 folding. in your : 
& arms thoſe who wield the ſceptre and 
« wear the regal purple.— Nothing 
| is wanting to compleat your ſplen- 
e dor, but the mere empty title of a 
cc Queen ; nor will even that, if Fon- 
© UNE ſtands your friend as ſhe has 
* hitherto done, be long deficient, —In 


Nee 
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power you are already more than 
King. — Thoſe things which 7 in the 


moſt exalted ſtate of Rome were 


done by the joint concurrence of 


the Senate and people, you with 


your fingle voice alone determine, — 
Without conſulting any one, you 
name, at pleafure, Governors of : 
| Provinces, Generals of Armies, Ad- 
E mirals of Fleets and Miniſters of. 


State. Nou give Cardinals to the 


church, and Preſidents to the gown: 


decide the fate of Kingdoms as to 


peace or war, and make or break 
alliances vith Crowns and Toten 
”" tates. 
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In the age of CHARLEMAGNE, you 
would have been ſuppoſed poſſeſſed 


A 


| * 


of ſpells or raliſmans, and ſome 


6 ea Prelate would have ex- 


/ 


erted all the jargon of exorciſm to 


$6 drive the evil pirit out of you. lt is 
. not above two hundred years ago, 
e ſince you would have run ſome riſk 
of being tried by Water; nay, not 
+. impoſſible but that you had been 


66 ,burnt for being a witch: but hap- 


« buy for you, our days are more 
0 


3 


inlightened, and no one will attribute 


< to magic, or to a compact with the 
£ 


AQ 


8 devil, the powers which you poſſeſs. 


60 Young, lively, beautiful and wit- : 


* * as you Were, there is not any 
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thing unnatural in your having had 
the ſkill to gain, and overrule the 


heart and will of ſuch a prince as 


 Lovis.—His grandfather, indeed, 


would, at his age, have been con- 


tented to have enjoyed your perſon, 
have made ſome entertainments to 
* amuſe you, and ſettled on you a 


pen ſion proper for you, —The 2 


RENNES, L,UXEMBOURGS and Cox- 


Dk's would not have been diſmiſſed 


to pleaſe your fancy, and ſpite of 
your reſentments, the Col BERTS, 
Lou vols, and L.AMOIGNONS, would 
have maintained their 20 


lt muſt then be confeſſed you 


* came into the world in the moſt 
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lucky moment for yourſelf, and 
your ambition muſt be moſt un- 


bounded, if it remains unſatisfied, — 


What have you more to wiſh for, 
in point of honours, riches or au - 


thority ?.—The King is in your 


arms, his Courtiers at your Knees, 


the Gownmen at your feet, and all 


the Eccleſiaſtics ſending up their 
prayers to you. -The Academies: 
look on and honor you as their pro- 
tectreſs, and almoſt every Author 


dedicates his works to you, perfu ming 


© you with the ſweet incenſe of his 


commendation.— They have exhauſt- | 
ed all the common place of flattery - 


to do you honor. By turns you 
© have been compared 7 7 UNO, Ve- 
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N us and MIN ERA, to all the Graces, 


cc 


and to every Muſe you muſt be 


* ſurely tired of ſo much praiſe.— 
It is true, that panegyric wearies 
more ſlowly than any dre od ona 
yet it will cloy at laſt : eſpecially 
when driven to ſuch exceſs. — ou 


cannot, Madam, ſure be fo intoxi- 


cated with the idea of ſclf-ſufficient 
merit, as to believe that you deſerve : 
them literally but if you are ſo 
weak, it will but be an act of friend- 
ſhip in me to undeceive you a little 


by this epiſtle, —No one as yet has 


dared to offer you a faithful Mir- 
_ Tor. open your eyes then now, 


and Know your own reſemblance in 


a 


[4 


0 


that which I am about to ſet be- 


fore you. 


«© When you Was formerly the little 
Poissox, you was a lively, lovely, 
gentecl little body, and from the 


top to che toe, one might have truly 


ſaid of you, what SOLOMON fays of 


n his beloved, there was no blemiſh | in 


| thee, —Your pretty perſon caught 


the eye and and enſlaved the heart 
of the poor, ſcraggy, red-halt'd 


* D'EsT10LLEs,—He married you — 


you left him for the King; and 


ſnew me any woman who would not 


; willingly have done the ſame.— 


Thoſe charms which firſt entrapped 
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the Monarch's ſenſes, are now all va- 
niſhed, yet is he not the leſs ena- 


moured of your perſon.——That 


which your perſonal beauty firſt ob- 


rained, your wit and your addreſs 


© have till preſerved, —No man was 


ever ſo ſubjected to a woman, for 


him highly.—To you he truſts the 
reins of government, and you dis 


Poſe of all things at your pleaſure.— 
To your caprice is owing the wretch- 
ed fate of France and the unhappy 


ſtate of many other nations. You 


\ g 


which no doubt the world eſteems 


are conſequently and with great juſ- | 


tice univerſally deteſted, and our 


244 The HisToRY of, &c. 


* enemies alone wiſh that you may 
© live, 


6: I am, Madam, f 
With all the reſpect and £ 
e teen thacis your dur, Bec, & c. 
5 will we ſtop and conclude this 


third part of the hiſtory of Madame 


de Pompadour, but as we are in hourly 


S 


1 expectation of freſh anecdotes and me- 
moirs relating to her life from Paris 
and Verſailles, the public may depend ; 


on having its curioſity gratified as far 
= lies in out Power as ſoon as ever they | 
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